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A Brief HIS.IOI’}" of Indian Emigration During
Ancient and Mediaev; &

Period
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K. Laxm: Narayan

Indians have a lono

) g history of emigration 10 other parts of the world. India's links
with West Asia date back 10 the 10th century BC with ships moving between the
mouth of the river Indus and the Persian Guli. The OId Testament records of ivory,
apes and peacocks used for the decoration of the palaces and temple of King Soloman.
ven the queen of Sheba brought sprces as gifts o King Solomon and the pepper ol
he Malabar Coast was known 10 ancient traders (Abraham, 1993: 269).

Fifty years after Buddha’'s death (483 BC) his disciples went 1w the
neighbouring countries to spread Buddhism and settled there. The Mauryan Empiie
was spread up to the Hindukush Mountains. King Ashoka (268-239 BC) embruced
Buddhism and sent monks to central and castern Asia to spread the gospel of
Buddha. For the first time, the whole of South Asia, and beyond, was brought
under the influcnce of one unified political and religious system (Tinker, 1989,
7). King Kanishka (Ist century AD) was another champion of Buddhism. During
his rule Buddhism spread to southern India, eastern Iran, central Asia, China,
Greece, Kandahar (now in Afghanistan), Southeast Asia and Indonesia (Motwani,
Jyou, 1993: 33). |

l [ndian settlements were in existence in the north- castern Africa at the time ol
Alexander the Great (356-323 BC). Alexander was advised by Aristotle 1‘u establish
a colony of Greeks in Sokotra Island off northeastern Africa. The army nl‘:\lc‘\ ander
conquered the island in which Indians were living (P‘mkh\-nrsl.. l‘)')‘?). Thc t;anyup
work Periplus of the Ervthrean Sea (a first century Gn‘cck guide h:r sm!m 3) |;\u I\l‘l‘nllhl
that the Indian ships were arriving along the cast .~\.fnczm coast, .\cvcn‘\l Im. !;\n‘ ]M:‘h‘-
coins found at Dabra Damma. dating from the third century, have established the
trade relations between Ethiopia and India.
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slaves and the most important source for cotton, cloth, beads aod sindt g it i
articles™ (Desai, 19931 1H),
The Greek work also mentions India's trade pelations with Mone, Mala g a0 i
Arikancdu in Tamil Nadu was o Roman settlement whicre iashing st spue 1o
exporting to Rome. It was also an entrepot for ships 1o Malay and Chitia caerying
Indian goods to Rome. Romila Thapar atteibutes Foman tise of thivs gt from e
first century BC to the carly sccond century Al The iinports from Jndia were
luxury items like spices, jewels, leatiles, parrots, peacocks and ages, Oniginglly
trade with Southeast Asia was causced by demnand for spices which st Jndian
merchants as middlemen to Malaya, Java, Surnatea, Catabodia and $ories wbich
were a treasure- trove of various spices. Bigtger (rade developead with Indians w1100
in Southcast Asia with South Indian traders dominating the trade 1ogetnes with
prominent merchants from Kalinga and Magadha, During this greriod trade w0th
Chinaalso increased with the use of Chinese cloth and tasaber in Indiz Ve reting
of China silk through the north-western towns, Taxila and Brouch added 2 e
prosperity of northwestern part of India, Thaper traces the colonisation «
Irrawady Delta in Burma and various parts of Java to the Kalingans, s
introduction of Indian culture to Cambodia to an Indian Brabinis narnesd Catindin
who married a Cambodian prince (Thapar, 1960).

There were permanent settlements of Indian traders along the oot of
Africa. The other dominant trading community was of fals, frats dovelopd
Mogadishu and Mombasa as great trading centers, Indian traders, mamilactues
and clove cultivators were concentrated in Zanzibar island, They were e Hindus
(mainly Vaishyas) and Muslims (Ismailis and Bokras),

The Venetian traveller Marco Polo has a word of praise for the Cuajurati and
Saurashtrian merchants on Africa’s cast coast who he considers 14 te “1he et a0
most honourable that can be found in the world” (Travels of Marco Polo writien in
1260 AD. Vasco da Garna touched East Africa on his historic voyage 10 India. He
reached Malindi in 1497 AD and found Indian merchants in Mozambigue, €ilwa
and Mombasa. He hired a Gujerati mariner narned Kanji to take i 1o the shore of
India (Desai, 1993; Samaron, 1994). The Indian traders had alsvo settled in Aden
and the Persian Gulf (Tinker, 1977:2,),

The abundance of Chinese blue-and-white porcelain that found its way 1o Fast

Africa during the medieval period did so, for the most pan, in Gujarati shigs (Hatim,
1983: 66-72).

Sk wa, W W

“ .
Indian presence on the east African seatiard was (rilte subrtantisl up 16 he beginning A

£

he 16th century when the western maritime perwers wrvved in the lnddian Ocean. The ww of

Indiz . .
fo:'hldnf:]?y“bm of weights and measures and of Indian comries s cutteney, # grea domnd
1an goods, all pointed o the fact that Indians were playing a ey 1ihe in the wea
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Buddhism was brought to China by the year AL 65, By the fifth century 2 large
segment of Chinese population had embraced Buddhism. “An accomnt ez i
AD 749 refers to the numerous merchants belonging to the Polormen i &, Brarenzeas

of India on the river of Canton. The same account refers 1 the trres Grais

natiz
monasteries at Canton where Brahmanas were residing” (Meataani, Jyoti 195775

/

India has more than two thousand years” history of culturzl a:;,‘ commercial
relations with Southeast Asia. Commercial relations had z longer hiviory tran it
contacts. According to Brian Harrison “from at least the sixth century 2O ommaris
Indian traders were sailing to those lands, and down through those islands in sezrsn
of gold and tin” (Harrison 1966:10).

The first civilised society in Burma that of the Pyu znd the Mon. sz focmes
upon the south. Its capital Srikshetra (Old Prome) was zn Indizn-style szcrzd oo
The culture was Indian, and the script horrowed from south Indiz. This wcizy wzs
overthrown by the Burmese.

"

Java was colonised by the Hindus between the Ist and 7in . In the 7t
century Javanese got converted to Hinduism znd zn 2lz5¢ ido coliese
devcloped by the 10th century. The Hindu kingdom (%i5-13th centuries) coverzd
much of Indonesia. The Chola King Rajaraja the Grezt (AD & i nguered
the entire south India and extended his hold over Ceylon. Under i Rzjendsz
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century AD. It rose to prominence towards the close of the seventh centory AD )
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The Colas were expelled from Ceylon in 1070 (Tinker. 1977: 12). Hindu kingdoms
were formed in Java during the 5th century AD (Mzjumdar, 192%).

————

The people of Java came to share with the Indians their religions. langmazes,

(Arora, 1982: 119). This area was exposed to “thc heaviest Indiznisation™ (Wzles.

1951:195). Majority of the people of Bali Island still practice Hinduism.
Brahminical and Buddhist influences spread through the intzrvening calmre
areas o islands of Borneo as well as Mindanzo and the Vaishyas in the

They gradually penetrated even to the northernmost island of Luzon. Thers &
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races of Indic influences in the languages, literature and socizl cusio

Philippines (Rye, 1982:144). _ ‘
In Indo-China the kingdoms of Fu-nan, Champa. Kambujadesa (Kampuchez),

Angkor and Laos were greatly influenced by Indian culture and civilization. From

the beginning of the Christian era. the Indian merchants and adventurers. p
and priests, spread the Indian language and literature, religion and philosophy,
int of which

and architecture. customs and manners in these countries, the deep impa

FLC

J

{

- 8§

e —— T T X

Scanned with CamScanner




- -

Indan Dasspore: Trends and ks
£

- ] gs hnd beon wads] read all over tha
= wisiie cwen andre. The Indimm seriomeants Kb Q22 WIasy S 4 over th

<
[he = _ — T v —‘.ti.,‘ : = :‘.:\Q ‘7-7‘ K;q.‘\‘.\ ‘

T -F ghe Chrascien ere. Lmer they erow 120 small Wingdomg
iy T S hemmmme of S O

e v the whole of Indo-Chine and Indones
T - o I w=Es Ry I Wl O IDAC RS
RO TR I OreS Il - - - o .

s 2 - - ol — b o . - - — TS =)
—morsme Sorme Ssmn, MiEln Fromsoie LESDIZIE EDZANDIM I I Tamiang
waxill — - — e - S ~ ~ N ~

7 . _s= Iz Bl Bommso, (izhes and paraans many others

3 ol N Of SHIRHEE SEVE. SEIL, DU, PO < < - ‘s

HIC e :‘anm‘—l— B g T -

e 3 ower with soch Gmedoms (Magmader, 1980 & 1950) Some of thewe
wer Jros ower WD SoCh OmIOnms (MEJIDSED (530 8 &

—~

iy, |

—— -~ = - - - Ty = ﬁ\av;—'\-l- 1);‘;: ‘\_:3\"\
Cmranmms o = of Femm and Chempe Zrew vary powerial SS oONtacsy
LmITInIS NS TORE QU o= DR &

- = 3 3 o - ~-TSS)
krsted Sor snore then 2 thoesEnd vems (Raam 15827130)
LAy N aal - — & - - ) ‘

Morocor Som e © e mmosnl and medevel staes of Southeast Agy

meived the fonted tor Emportant movemsnt of pnests and raders. These peopke

- " S &
- = — - 3 - TS — - - Sy TR
WET= 0L DL Cif Hy EniSaTve wave O popalznon movemani. Insicad, by har

- - = = — - » - ~
- - - — - 2.2 . - - = -~ S — MTEN T s >
COMInERE Ok .:m{ o= :,a E_l " =@ M N ..._.}_\ ‘.‘.?L Al TUVRDN U Ibg
- = - - - o SRS R, S =31 } - >
coermmy SOmSReRS ASER SIEHESS S0 2S5 0 implant fmmly the Indian culture in

Soufers A I semeral however, the Somtheast Asian classical world does not
==m © kve becn oae mariked by larga-scale voluntary migration. A limited but

Erziv Sporzees memiher of Indens semled in the are2 and made their mark (Osbome,

the Hind
coninry when the Arzbs conguered it and people

=

1 from Indiz in the 10th century to sevenal

2s 2 resemblance 10 Indian languages.

2 population winch left India 2t the and of the first
0 Europe via Persia and the Byzantine Empire,
ariving Sere some tme daring the thinsenth century. The identity of the first population
ad e cronmsezncss of thair exodus have been the subjact of scholarly debate since the
1780 | 26= rweenri=th conoery rescarch, some of i being undertzkan in India, sSuggests strongly

that e original population comsisted of differsnt Indo- Aryan descent (in particular

Praiharz migrant population who had settled in India from north), out
of »hom were creaned Rajpot 2rmiss 10 resist the Islamic incursions into India led by
Mctammed Ghaznnid. As these 2rmiss moved further west, they were again caught up in.
2 GEsplaced by, the spread of lslem 25 it overtook the Byzantine Empire. It was the westward
movement which pushed the Romani population up into Europe. The common name Gypsy

{lke Git2no in Spenish) originates in the misassumption that the population had come from
Ezvpt™ (Hancock, 1593).
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The Gypsics arc spread over in Euro
millicn in 1993 {New York Th
Rumania and 5 lakh in Hung

The Cheuiyars who wen
medieval times gradually
Indoncsia and Mauritis (-

pe. Their population in Europe was about 8
mes, May 5, 1993). Of them 2.5 million lived in
ary (Motwani. 1994:3).

re bankers and traders of south India and Ceylon from

cxtended their activities to Burma. Malava. Thailand.
linker. 1977:3). .
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