RADAUNI

MutjAMMAD MUJEER

o not eancerned with those who are not bound by the sharia,
Al wh dlsown it in prineiple and in detail,” Badauni says in the
short intraduetovy statement to his work, ‘for such persons do not
deserve to be nddressed in this way,  They are not fit to be included
amang the trishwarthy, among those possessing vision and mustery
ol uiiies ™ Fle has stated w little earlier : *We must realise,..thut the
pending s atndy of this branch of knowledge'—that is, history—
ot heen o canse of devintion from the straight path of the illustrious
stk of Mubammad,.,for those of weak faith, wha are filled  with
suspleion and doubt, 1t has Tanded them in different positions and
i the tarbid ways of caprice and fnnovation, and has therefore
hocome o sowrce of disappointment,  Such people as are by nature !
nob diaposed fowards fuith heeome hardened and suffer abiding loss
(oven) when they rond the Eternal Word.,,,How conld they attain to {
A tone nowledgo of history® 9

Why, then, did Baduuni write atall 2 Tistory s too impor-
it ta o dgnored, How can one deny absolutely the value of a
brameh of knowledge, which ls one-seventh ol the Seven Seetions and
is the foundation for the atrengthening of faith and cevlninty ?°
sstory Bs I el i noble branch of knowledge and o refined  art,
as it 18 0 merns of warning to those who nre nware and a source of
oxperionen o those who have Intellipence and Ingight't  And, after
all, not everybody fa predisposed to crror, So Dadauni could say
i1 adilress myselt (o thoso peopla who have a hoalthy nature, & keen
arined ol thee habit of judping Justly,’ and proceed to write what he
winnted, and as ho wanted,

o wie very fortunate, Indeed, in the time during which he
Tived,  He wis born fn 1540, The Mate of the Mahdavi leaders hang
I the balanee, and hardly anyone could get edueated without be-
gnming iwara of the deep yIfCumong the nlama caused by the teach-
gy of Hyed Muhammad of Taunpur and belng affected by the
personutitles i oplnton of the dilterent parties to the conflict,
There weve mmonp the sifis (hose who possessed and enjoyed as well

a those who despised wonlth and influence, and both types had
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admirers and followers, The strugglo for power between Afghans
and Mughals put the loyalties of many to the test and must have
made many more reflect on the nature and value of loyalty itsclf.
And finally, by the time Badaunl wus qualificd and mature enough
to undertake literary work, Akbuar's intellectual curiosity . was
demanding satistaction, and he was collecting men, ideus and books.

Aller a period of necessury apprenticeship in the houscholds of !

government ollicers, Badauni was presented before Akbar by Jamal
Khan Qurehi and Hakim Ain-ul-Mulk, Abul Fuzl found his way to

-

the court nbout the samie time.  Shaikh Abd-un-Nabi was the sadr,

und Akbur was uncnsy under his dominance and that of other wlama.
‘As learning was o merchundise much in demand,” Badauni says, ‘I
had the privilege of being uddressed (by His Majesty) as soon as |
reached (his presence). I was included among the members of the
ussembly and was  thrown meo the discusston with Uic ulaind who
blew the trumpet of profundily and thought nothing of anybody...
By the grace of God, the power of my mind, the sensitiveness of my
int&ligence and that boldness which is a nutural quality ol youth, [
often proved mysell the superior.’®  For now on Badauni was in ihe
thick of the battle. He was fighting for the shariar, and anyone who
got hurt was the enemy : Akbar, Faizi, Abul Fazl, all intellectuals,
all infidels, all accursed Shias, all funatical Sunnis, all impostors.
Could one want better hunting ground and more varied gane ?

But let us try to understand him, He received his education
at the hands of persons like Miyan Hatim of Sambhal  who, even if
they cannot be called liberal in our sense of the term, were men of
goodwill and free from fanaticism and the conceit of the learned.
He scems o have studied alsd undee Shatkh Mubuarak of Nagor, the
father of Faizi and Abul Fazl und a supporter ol the Mahdavis.
His father took him round to visit sufis and devout persons, and
seems to have cultivated in him an attitude of reverence.  He was
learned enough in theology and jurisprudence to be able to meet the
wluma on thelr own ground and emerge victorious. In fact, he found
favour with Akbur because of his literary ability and his success in
argument against the wlama ol the court. He was willing to join in
the fight because ha was angered by the conceit, the funaticism, the
intellectual crudily and the bud manners of these wlana. What he
writes of Maulana Abdullah Sultanpuri tnd Shaikh Abd-un-Nabi,
and even more his sympathetic nccount of the Mahdavi lenders,
Miyan Abdulluh Niyazi and Shaikh Alui, should convince ws that 'f_"‘
was orthodox, but not inscnsitive or navrow-minded.  He is sarcadtic
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108 HISTORIANS OF MEDIEVAL INDIA

and contemptuous in his treatment of impostors exploiting the good
name of the sufis to win favours from kings and courtiers ; he shows
ho respect for sufis who amassed wealth, But he makes no adverse
comments on sufis whose life and conduct was obviously idiosyncratic
and could cusily be construed as heretical, He always speaks of
Shoilkh Mubarak of Nagor with resnect, althoueh the Shaikh was the
originator of the idea of the superiority of the /mam-i-Adil over the
ulama and himself drafted the fanva, and although the Shaikh said
on one occasion to Bir Bal—whom Badauni disliked intensely—in
the presence of the Emperor that there were interpolations in the
books ol the Hindus, and many acerctions also in our religion (of
Islem) and one could not trust anything.” His chronogram for the
dite of the Shaikh’s death is ‘The perfect Shaikh,’® which mcans that
hiz reverence for him lasted till the very end.

Budauni is fuirly proud of his literary competence and his
ubility as o dispulationist, but he has no illusions about his own
picty.  We muay disregard as purely formal his frequent references to
his own sinfulness, but he mentions, without trying to extenuate his
own folly, an incident when he was wounded, and might easily have
been killed by rowdies for making love to the wrong woman in the
‘wrong place. If his sense of truthfulness is perverted, it spares him
a3 little as anyone clse. He scems to be aware that while others have
their faults, he himself is bold and blunt and cannot resist the impulse
to be mischievous.

Why is it, then, that Akbar and Badauni changed their opi-
nions about cach other, and while Akbar began to suspect that
Baduuni was at bottom a fanatic, Badauni became severely and mali-
ciously critical of Akbar, his ideas and policics. Badauni rclates
how once Akbar asked him to come forward and then said to Abul
Fazl + [ thought this young man had attained the stute of annthila-
tion and followed the path of the sufis, but he has turned oult to be
such a funatical theologian that no sword czould cut through the
gular vein of his fanaticism.” _Akba.r had rrznsundcrstooel the pur-
a verse which Badauni had inserted in a translation of the
and Badauni was able, with Abul Fazl’s support, to
But Akbar’s suspicion would secm to indicate,
as Badauni continuously affirms, that his own :Ettitude ha.d somewhftt
hurdened, and he was not inclined in prn}mple, even if he was in
practice, to allow a wide latitude to his Muslim courticrs and g:fvo?r
ites in the matter of belief.  We must .not, tllchforC. 1SM1SS
Badauni’s bitter criticism of Akbar’s favourites and his reforms as

ju
port of
Muahabharata,
clurify his position.
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dcnvu\n‘g’gcl'r;s:;\f‘;qn:!;icisnl)z, ingmfiludc or sheer pcrv.cr;ily, L
Meulana Abdullal Lﬂl“ adau.m thpught of Shaikh /‘.b-l»un-.n'm,
froquented courts 1“1 at;\PUH :}nd 'm general of all'lhc ulaina who
a valid reason fox; ,co C;C ler Akbar’s or Islam Shuh’s. 'But was this
of theoloaical study qn c‘:rmm-g all the ulam-a and denying !h‘: value
from the harior g -“_ }:]Js it at all a plausible rcason turning away
could serve ag o : the nalflre and conduct of particular n{anm
the courticrs. ; a .arg.um'cnt against the wlama as such, '.:h::t aomz%
Bould e fi]:ﬂllll"ltl'llCll]df.lhOSC who werc c?osc to Akbur? "&-_xdaum
P fouls tth- n _thcy did not deserve len'ncnl lreatment 1{, f:.:U'H
, ¥ were no better than the official rluma.  Both in teir
OWn ways offended against the shariat, vhich for Budauni was the
final criierion of judgement.
Bul could the shariat itsell be defined precisely enouch Lo
SCrve as a criterion ?  That is Badauni’s weak point. How can one
dfoosc between wicked fools who claim o represent the shariar und
}le intellectuals, poets and courtiers who make a fushion of derid-
Ing it? Badauni is vexed enough to lose his bakince, and he touches
the depths of meanness in the asporsions he casts on Faizi and Abul?
Fazl, his benefactors througlout his career at the court.  But he .
was not really mean. He scems to have felt. like many educated -
Indian Muslims towards the close of the nineteenth and the beginn-
ing of the tweaticth century, that while the wlama could not be
defended and a liberalisation of the Indian Muslim way of life was
essential, respect for the shariat mustl e maintained at 1l costs,
And not Indian Muslims only. [ remember Dr. B:hidjel Wahbi of
Egypt, who camc to lecture at the Jamia Millia in 1934, sayving that
if onc did not pray. one should mlmit it wus somacthing wronz, not
make a principle vut of not praying. Baduuni saw in his time the
righteous wlannt being perseented, the wicked in the seal of judge-
ment, and he must have feit that if, in such u contingency, the
example and the influence of the court reinforced the general senti-
ment against the official ulama and their enforcement of the shariat,
the shariat itself, which waus the muinstay ol Muslim life, would be
destroyed. Therefore, he utilises his commund over language
vent his spleen on those who were impudent and supercilicus in their
attitude towards the shariat and who ultimately succeeded in eradi-
catina all reverence for it from the heart of the Emperor. .
Badauni had no taste for investigation and research, no desire
to add to existing historical knowledge.  He states quite ingenuously
that for the period beginning with the estublishment of the Delhi
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Suitanate y )
T”"i’fi;':"'tf:’t';lfl);?alizs, :,:\;11 "ln:l\c his account is just a sclection from the
Bakhshi, which e Cﬂlls‘tl‘: Nl‘ljé work nlel?.ﬂm-ud-Dm Ahmad
i-Akbari, But he Hiie o Cd uum-n_l—Tan'ar'r'lrh a nd‘nlso the Tabaqat-
mine this 'SOmcthinr: O; ls‘omelhnjg of his own .0 Whex} we cxa-
interested in ])Oliticq]b i 1S own,’ we .ﬁnd that I}adaum was not
more than is indicq‘ted i Ohry. . Indccc!. his lack of interest is much
that he would brieﬂt : ty is xemflrk in the mtrod'uclory statement
we find liie nnrmtivg relate someth:pg about each kn"ng. Not .only do
chronograms : he se *"tcrspcl:sccl with verses, qualrains, qasicdus zm.d
ot greZter in-: . ems to think the produ‘c‘tlon of poctry of ?qual if
2 Dot por ance as corfmpm'cd to political cvents, He discusses
poct and quoles his poems in hetween the aceession of Razia and
an acco-unt. of her reign, and of the two, the poct scems to be the far
more significant personage.  Nasir-ud-Din’s 1cign occupies four
pages as against thirty-one allotted to gasidus written during his
reign. The death of Balban's crown-prince, Sultan Muhammad,
PTO.‘v’{dcs apporlunity for inserting long elegics. What he thinks of
political idcas and policics is evident from his passing over the advice
given by Balban to his son by saying that it has been mentioned in
the histories of Delhi, and from his giving more space to Kaiqubad
than to Balban. His values do not change when he is writing of his
own time. Momentous administrative decisions are thought worthy
of only this brief reference : ‘And in this year His Majesty ordered
the institution of branding and muster under the guidance of
Shahbaz Khan Kamboh, the appointment of Karoris in all the terri-
tory under control and the reversion at one stroke of all land to
Khalsa.’t!

The ‘something more’ which Badauni has added to his sclec-
tion of events from his two sources includes also continuous referen-
ces to sufis and pocts,  The references are not particuh‘\rly helpful,
aps in fixing dates, for hardly has anyone’s death been

mentioned without a chronogram being given. IBml'nuni‘v.'n's also
fond of relating anccdotes.  He has not the .-n..nblmg imagination of
a story-teller, and he would have regarded telling Slf?l’lcs ;t ‘fl‘ly01lltyi.
He has no taste for the supcrml:tu[ru[l'.H In “lwll]lcu)luil'l't] \C QIIYL\S: of
- te and calamities that followed the hiling o Sie
;/Il;lln;]bl;mgrnu; K halji he is quite rcstraincd.qs gnm:mrcd t.o 'lltulruln;;
and he qualifics his statement about the dluug‘lttl 1?1 S|u3“~n\b-icll:\his
may have been due to natural causes. lh}t anect m-LIS u[ ent t; i
o There is the story of slave-girl ofa ll'tulmi.s 1 who s fou
?c;ult ;ll;l;;:.sis“’r' There is the romance of Sayyid Musa and Mohiui,

except perh
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MC?“OEFS rather than histories, and indeed often reminds one of the

-\_I“”_’C‘”‘S of St. Simon. But pechaps the value of Badauni's work

les just in this. He wears no disguise ; he writes as he feels. He

?1-'18 no affiliations of class or interest, he is a free-lance. He has no

!fica of pleasing anyone, and no conception of the historian’s func-

tion that can make him diflident.  If we agree that he means by the

Miariat only an attitude of reverence for God, the Prophet, the

revelation, we shall realise that he has allowed himself and would
allow to others latitude for difference of opinion and for living as

one liked. We may still sometimes (cel irritated, but we shall also
feel that here is someonc who enjoys looking at life from all sides,
who writes with relish and wriles well, who has not searched for-
facts thal were obscure or had escaped the notice of others but has
given us something live and vibrant, reflecting him and his age.
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