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Vol.1  Account of the reign of Shahjahan and early career
of Aurangzib.

Vol. Il War of Succession.

Vol. Il Northern India, early measures of his reign (1658-
1681).

Vol. IV Southern India-Deccan affairs including the death
of Sambhji and relation with Bijapur and Golcunda.

Vol. V. The last eighteen years, War with Marathas

evaluation and achievements of Aurangzib.
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These two volumes comprise in reality the reign of Shahjahan
and Aurangzib, but their main value lies in the fact that they

bring before the student the first connected authentic account
of these two reigns.
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There is.a lrilck of balanced judgement and correct historical
perspective in the work. So far as the narration of undisputed
facts in concerned Professor Sarkar may be followed
implicitly : but in his discussions of subtle questions of state
policy and religious dogma it is clear that he does not weigh
the various aspects of the problems, and so the picture of
events, as we get in the book is distorted. For instance when
speaking of Aurangzibs bigotry, Professor Sarkar freely
condemns the policy of the previous Sarkars also.”
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The cause of this political paradox is to be found ip
Auragzib’s policy and conduct.”
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Vol.1  Reign of Muhammad Shah

Vol. Il  Devoted to the classic contest between Afghan and
Marathas, which culminated the battle of Panipath
1761, the rise and decline of the Jat Kingdom
disintregation of political power in Rajputana
Malwa and Panjab.

Vol. Il Struggle for control over puppet emperor b
muslim nobles end December, 1774.
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Jadunath gains more in ease, humour and eloquence, shows a
greater mastery over historical narrative, and a higher literary
workmanship, keeping wonderful balance between synthesis
and analysis by handling the telescope and microscope of
history in his Fall of the Mughul Empire.”’
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The author has provides a pleasant adjunct to the purely
political history of the Mughul empire.“
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Chapter XI—Internal Condition of India in 1738 : Rise and
progress of Nadir Shah, Chapter XII—Nadir Shah’ s Invasion
of India; chapter XI[—Nadir Shah in Delhi : His Return.”
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To secure this happy consummation of his friend long
laboures in the field of Mughul history has been the pious
task of professor Sarkar—a striking instance, it seems to us of

the co;_naraderie which unites the true scholars of the East an
West.””
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His Mughul Administron is a model of condensation without
the sacrifice of clarity. It remains the standard book on the
subject, indispensable for every student of Indo-Muslim
history.”
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I may at once therefore say that great merit of this book by a
hindu lies in the fact that he has tried to be fair, tricd to get at
the original documents and to relate nothing that can not in
his judgement be supported by the most reliable authorities
open to him.™*
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We have unmistakable traces of it as early as the reign of
Shavaji—caste grows by fission. It is antagonistic to national
union. In proportion as Shivaji’s ideal of a hindu swaraj was

based on orthodoxy, it contained within itself the seed of its
own death.*
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I propose to study in these lectures the history of the North-
Eastern provinces of the Mughul empire namely Bihar Bengal
and Orissa during the fall of that empire in the middle of the
18" century.”
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In spite of its epic length, prolixity and repetitions the
Chaitanya Charitamrita is a masterpiece of carly Bengali

literature and has the further merit of making the subtle
doctrines of the Vaishnav faith intelligible to ordinary
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This book will give a general picture of the main course of
history of the Dasnami sect and their past service and present
position in the life of the Indian nation. ™
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In the uncharted wilderness of medieval Bengal Jadunath
acted as a safe guide and path finder by virtue of his
unrivalled mastery of Persian manuscript sources and
European records.”
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the working of certain new forces ) )

transformed Bengali life and thought and whose influence is
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century of Mughul rule (1575-1675 A. D.) the outer world
came to Bengal and Bengal went out of herself to the outer
world, and the economic social and cultural changes that
grew out of this mingling of peoples mark a most important
and distinct stage in the evolution of modern Bengal.”
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When we make a broad survey of India's evolution through
the last four thousands years we can not miss the four great
landmarks that standout prominent and clear in this expanse
of time. Four distinct races or creeds have each in its own
age, determinded this country's destiny. The Vedic Aryans,
the Buddhists, the Musalmans and the British have each
introduced a new element into India, each of them has
conferred gifts which have worked through the succeeding
ages and modified our life and thought no less then our
political history.”™
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In the economic sphere we must face facts, however
unpleasant they may be, we must take things as we find them

@

Scanned with CamScanner



D3 A DS MDY AN e A Y Y A Y GG A RD

and not wait till they are as we \\CEh them to be. Otherwig,
our eyes be ever traced backwards.””
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In the wealth of its government, people and culture Jaipur has
enjoyed an undisputed first place in Rajputana for more than
two centuries. Above all the rulers and statesman of this
kingdom have played a part in the shaping of Indian history
unparalled by any other state or clan.™
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Talikota is rightly called the most dicisive battle of south
India. It effected a revolutionary change in the history of
entire Deccan. It shattered the great Vijaynagara empire into
fragments, turned the splendid capital into a desolate
wilderness and left the hindus of Southern India so disunited
and crushed that they could never again raise their heads in

full sovereignty.”*
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In addition to the failure of his rule, Aurangzib's domestic life

was loveless and dreary and wanting in the bering peace and
cherfulness and the kinded warmth which throw a halo round
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Politically t.hercforc Aurangzib with all his virtues wag a
complete failure. But the causes of the failure of his reign lay
deeper than his personal character. Though it is not true he
alon‘e caused Ih.c fall of the Mughul empire, yet he djg
nothmg_to avert it. but rather quickened the destructive forces
already in operation in the Land.>>®
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The Ancient Brahmans enjoyed popular veneration and social
supremacy, but they used their influence and prestige solely
for the promotion of learnning and religion and not for
enriching themselves or gratifying their passion. The nation
as a whole benefited by this arrangement. But it was
impossible only in a purely hindu state without a dense
population and with science and technical arts in a simple
undeveloped conditionl.”®
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The economic change can be summed up by saying that
British rule has modernised India and made her free from the
medieval spirit. The most noticeable features of this new
India is that the country is no longer isolated but has been

connected with the whirlpool of the world commerce and

. e
speculation.
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Jadunath's historical characters owe their brilliancy ang
vivacity as well as their photographic realism to his <kill jq
presenting them with charming make wp. an art which g
master can teach his pupil. a gift endowed by nature.”™ )
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The first and most indispensable condition of histore
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Then the only life that the hindus could lead under Aurangzib
was life deprived of the light of knowledge, deprived of the
consolation of religion, deprived of social union and public
rejoicing, of wealth and self confidence that is begotten by
the free exercise of natural activities and use of
opportunities—in short a life exposed to constant public
humiliations and public disabilities.”*"
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The failure of an ideal muslim king like Aurangzib with all
the advantages he possessed at his accession and his high
moral character and training—is therefore the clearest proof
the world can afford of the eternal truth that there can not be
a great or lasting empire without a great people, that no
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The Indian people of today are no doubt a composite ethnical
product ; but whatever their different constituent elements may
have been in origin, they have all acquired a common Indian stamp
and have all been contributing to a common culture and building up
a common type of tradition thought and literature.>**
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The function of the historian is neither to love the past nor 0
emencipate himself from the past, but to master and

understand it as the key to the understanding of the
prescm.'M
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We usually study the history of India as divided into
watertight compartments or periods. One great defect of thig
method of treatment is that we there by loose sight of the life
of the nation as a whole, we fail to realize that India has been
the home of a living growing people with a continuty
remaining through all the ages, each generation  using,

expanding or modifying what its line of predecessors had left
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No man can rise above his destiny as the wise of ancient days
have truely said—destiny is only another name for
character.”*
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In June 1757 we crossed the frontier and entered into a grea
new world to which a strange destiny had led Bengal.m
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Heaven seemed to have taken pits on the sorely afflicteq
people on Northern India. In the next season these wag
adequate and timely rainfall, the earth yiclded a profuse
harvest and all foot stuffs became cheap and plentiful, as jt to
make amends for the peoples recent sufferings.“’"
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The greatest gift of the English, after universal peace and the
modernisation of society and indeed the direct results of
these two forces—is the Renaissance which marked our 19th
century. Modern India owes everything to it. This
renaissance was at an intellectual awakening and influenced
our Ineyalurc, education, thought and art; but in the next
generation it become a moral force and reformed our society
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of 3 new school of medieval Indian historiography in real
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In our age. he is rightly known as one of the pioneers of
giving right direction to the work of historical research in
India. We can rightly place him in the category of great
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historians, not only of India, but of the world.>™
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