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Core course 04(Land and Soil Conservation and Management)
            Unit 4 (Landuse changes and land degradation)

     Visual indicators of land degradation 

1. Soil salinization: It is the process of soluble salt accumulation which is of great concern
on farms because it directly influence plant growth. Due to sea water intrusion followed by
evaporation soil salinization occurs in coastal areas.

2. Water logging: Many agricultural farms suffer from water logging, poor drainage  conditions
due to the presence of strong and thick soil at different depths. Water logging affects the
surrounding community. 

3. Loss of vegetation: Due to land degradation vegetative cover is sparse and is dominated by a
few species. Overgrazing and the harsh climate contribute to low vegetation. 

4. Water erosion: Some land are prone to water erosion. Most of the desert environment
consists of sand dunes soils that absorb rain water and no water erosion. The soil that are mere
stable and cohesive have shown signs of the combined effect of wind and water erosion. 

             Drivers of land degradation 

1. Deforestation: Forests play an important role in maintaining fertility of soil by shedding their
leaves which contain many nutrients. Forests are also helpful in binding up of soil particles with
the help of roots of vegetation. So,cutting of forest will affect the soil adversely. 

2. Land salinization: Due to excess use of fertilizer and poor drainage of soil land  salinization
occurs. The concentration of soluble salts in the soil.
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