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CHAPTER 16. PEASANT MOVEMENTS
AND NATIONALISM
IN THE1920S

familiz(:-a?:r;t discontent against established authority was a
il 1:-;1 ure of the nineteenth century. But in the twentieth
markg,b € movements that emerged out of this discontent were
e Yy a new feature: they were deeply influenced by and in

eir turn had a marked impact on the ongoing struggle for
nathnal freedom. To illustrate the complex nature of this
relationship, we will recount the story of three important peasant
struggles that emerged in the second and third decade of the
country: The Kisan Sabha and Eka movements in Avadh in U.P.,
the Mappila rebellion in Malabar and the Bardoli Satyagraha in
Gujarat.

*

Following the annexation of Avadh in 1856, the second half
of the nineteenth century had seen the strengthening of the hold
of the talugdars or big landlords over the agrarian society of the
province. This had led to a situation in which exorbitant rents,
illegal levies, renewal fees or nazrana, and arbitrary ejectments or
bedakhli had made life miserable’ for the majority of the
cultivators. The high price of food and other necessities that
accompanied and followed World War I made the oppression all
the more difficult to bear, and the tenants of Avadh were ripe for

2 message of resistance.

re active members of the Home Rule League in
U.P. who initiated the process of the organization of the peasants
of the province on modem lines into Ic;san sabhas. The U.P. Kisan
Sabha was set up in February .1918 through the efforts of Gauri
Shankar Misra and Indra Na‘mm Dw1vqc11, and with the support
of Madan Mohan Malaviya. The U.P. Kisan Sabha demonstrated

It was the mo
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considerable a.CtiVity, and by June 1919 had established at least
450 branches in 173 tehsils of the province.

A consequence of this activity was that a large number of
n delegates from U.P. attended the Delhi and Amritsar

igSISQions of the Indian National Congress in December 1918 and

kisa

Towards the end of 1919, the first signs of grass-roots
beasant activity were evident in the reports of a nai-dhobi band (a
form of social boycott) on an estate in Pratapgarh district. By the
summer of 1920, in the villages of talugdari Avadh, kisan
meetings called by village panchayats became frequent. The
names of Thinguri Singh and Durgapal Singh were associated
with this development. But soon another leader, who became
famqus by the name of Baba Ramchandra, emerged as the
rallying point. Baba Ramchandra, a Brahmin from Maharashtra,
was a wanderer who had left home at the age of thirteen, done a
stint as an indentured labourer in Fiji and finally turned up in
Faizabad in U.P. in 1909. Till 1920, he had wandered around as
a sadhu, carrying a copy of Tulsidas’ Ramavan on his back, from
which he would often recite verses to rural audiences. In the
middle of 1920, however, he emerged as a leader of the peasants
of Avadh, and soon demonstrated considerable leadership and
organizational capacities.

In June 1920, Baba Ramchandra led a few hundred tenants
from the Jaunpur and Pratapgarh districts to Allahabad. There
he met Gauri Shankar Misra and Jawaharlal Nehru and asked
them to visit the villages to see for themselves the living
conditions of the tenants. The result was that, between June and
August, Jawaharlal Nehru made severa.l visits to the rural areas
and developed close contacts with the Kisan Sabha movement.

*

Meanwhile, the kisans found sympathy in Mehta, the
Deputy Commissioner of Pf'atapgarh,. who promised fto 1nvestigajce
complaints forwarded to him. The Kisan Sabi}q at village Roor in
Pratapgarh district became the centre of activity ar.ld about one

kh tgnants were reported to have registered their complaints
i:ith this Sabha on the payment of one anna each. Gauri
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Shankar Mia ws . . .
P(‘l‘i()(]( 1} Nlh‘l was also very active in Pratapgarh during this
: » aNd was in the process of working out an agreement with

Meht s . A
be a Over some of the crucial tenant complaints such as
bedakhli and nazrana,

. But, in August 1920, Mchta went on leave and the talugdars
}Ilsul the opportunity to strike at the growing kisan movement.
l-].cy Succeeded in getting Ramchandra and thirty-two kisans
?“CSth o a_trumped_up charge of theft on 28 August 1920.
neensed at this, 4,000 to 5,000 kisans collected at Pratapgarh to

see thci_r leaders in jail and were dispersed after a great deal of
persuasion.

Ten days later, a rumour that Gandhiji was coming to
secure the release of Baba Ramchandra brought ten to twenty
thoysand kisans to Pratapgarh, and this time they returned to
their homes only after Baba Ramchandra gave them darshan
from atop a tree in a sugar-cane field. By now, their numbers had
swelled to sixty thousand. Mehta was called back from leave to
deal with the situation and he quickly withdrew the case of theft
and attempted to bring pressure on the landlords to change their
ways This easy victory, however, gave a new confidence to the
movement and it burgeoned forth.

Meanwhile, the Congress at Calcutta had chosen the path of
non cooperation and many nationalists of U.P. had committed
themselves to the new political path. But there were others,
including Madan Mohan Malaviya, who preferred to stick to
constitutional agitation. These differences were reflected in the
U.P. Kisan Sabha as well, and soon the Non-cooperators set up
an alternative Oudh Kisan Sabha at Pratapgarh on 17 October
1920. This new body succeeded in integrating under its banner
all the grassroots kisan sabhas that had emerged in the districts
of Avadh in the past few months; through the efforts of Misra,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Mata Badal Pande, Baba Ra{nChandra, Deo
Narayan Pande and Kedar Nath, the new organization brought
under its wing, by the end of October, over 330 kisan sabhas.
The Oudh Kisan Sabha asked the kisans to refuse tp till bedakhli
land, not to offer hari and begar (forms of unpaid labour), to
bo c,ott those who did not accept these cond%tlons and to solve

N tes through panchayats. The first big show of strength
tlgetlk:edlssfbia was the rally held at Ayodhya, near Faizabad town,
0 c
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on 20 and 21 December which was attended by roughly 1007090
heasants. At this rally, Baba Ramchandra turned up bound in
ropes 1o symbolize the oppression of the kisans. A marlfed
leature of the Kisan Sabha movement was that kisans belonging

to the high ag well as the low castes were to be found in its
ranks,

~ I January 1921, however, the nature of the peasant
activity underwent a marked change. The centres of activity were
pPrimarily the districts of Rae Bareli, Faizabad and, to a lesser
extent, Sultanpur., The pattern of activity was the looting of
l)l‘l’/.(llll‘fi, houses, granaries, and clashes with the police. A series
of incidents, small and big, but similar in character. Some, such
as the ones at Munshiganj and Karhaiya Bazaar in Rae Bareli,
were sparked off by the arrests or rumours of arrest of leaders.
The lead was often taken not by recognized Kisan Sabha activists,

but by local ligures-- sadhus, holy men, and disinherited ex-
proprietors,

The  Government, however, had little difficulty in
suppressing these outbreaks of violence. Crowds were fired upon
and dispersed, leaders and activists arrested, cases launched
and, except for a couple of incidents in February and March, the
movement was over by the end of January itself. In March, the
Seditious Meetings Act was brought in to cover the affected
districts and all political activity came to a standstill. Nationalists
continued to defend the cases of the tenants in the courts, but
could do little else. The Government, meanwhile, pushed through
the Oudh Rent (Amendment) Act, and though it brought little
relief to the tenants, it helped to rouse hopes and in its own way
assisted in the decline of the movement.

*

Towards the end of the year, peasant discontent surfaced
again in Avadh, hut this time thc? centres were the districts of
Hardoi, Bahraich, and Sitapur in the northern part of the
province. The initial thrust here was provided by Congress and
Khilafat leaders and the movement grew under the name of the
Eka or unity movement. The main grievances here related to the

extraction of a rent that was generally fifty per cent higher than
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l)ll}(‘.. urlcor(](:d rent, the oppression of thekedars to whom the work
ot rent- collection was farmed out and the practice of share-rents.
The Ek:
which
ground

1 meetings were marked by a religious ritual in
a hole that represented the river Ganges was dug in the
and filled with water, a pricst was brought in to preside
1}11(1 the assembled peasants ‘owed that they would pay only the
recorded Tent but pay it on time, would not leave when ejected,
would refuse to do forced labour, would give no help to criminals
and abide by the panchayat decisions.

The Eka Movement, however, soon developed its own grass-
roots leadership in the form of Madari Pasi and other low-caste
leaders who were no particularly inclined to accept the discipline
of non-violence that the Congress and Khilafat leaders urged. As
a result, the movement’s contact with the nationalists diminished
and it went its own way. However, unlike the earlier Kisan Sabha
movement that was based almost solely on tenants, the Eka
Movement included in its ranks many small’ zamindars who
found themselves disenchanted with the Government because of
its heavy land revenue demand. By March 1922, however, severe
repression on the part of the authorities succeeded in bringing
the Eka Movement to its end.

.

In August 1921, peasant discontent erupted in the Malabar
district of Kerala. Here Mappila (Muslim) tenants rebelled. Their
grievances related to lack of any security of tenure, renewal fees,
high rents, and other oppressive landlord exactions. In the
nineteenth century as well, there had been cases of Mappila
resistance to landlord oppression but what erupted in 1921 was

on a different scale together.

The impetus for resistance had first come from.the Malabar
District Congress Conference held at I}/Ianjerl in April 1920, This
conference supported the tenants’ cause and demanded

. :on to regulate landlord- tenant relations. The change was
lcfglslla}tlon because earlier the landlords had successfully
S he Congress {rom committing itself to the tenants’
prcvent;SCtManj eri conference was followed by the formation of a
cause. ,
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tenants’ association at Kozhikode, and soon tenants’ associations
were set up in other parts of the district.

i Slmmtaneousb’, the Khilafat Movement was also extending
gs M In.faCt’ there was hardly any way one could distinguish
ctween Khilafat and tenants’ meetings, the leaders and the
iaricj:terrif eb1 vere the same, and the two movements were
was -A0YY merged into ope. The social base of the movement
brimarily among the Mappila tenants, and Hindus were quite

Fonspicuous by their absence, though the movement could count
On a number of Hinduy leaders.

tenan]?lsu-lrb(?d by the growing popularity of the Khilafat-cum-
. 28ltation, whjcp had received considerable impetus from
the visits of

Gandhiji, Shaukat Au, and Maulana Azad, the
Government issued Prohibito ’

on 5 Feb Iy notices on all Khilafat meetings
and C fuary 1921, on 18 February, all the prominent Khilafat
Nt ongress leaders, Yakub Hasan, U. Gopala Menon, P.
resulteeg irlfog}? iand K. Madhavan Nair, were arrested. This
€ leadershi i :
Mappila leaders. 'P passing into the hands of the local
Angered by repression and
British, weakeneq ~n¢ encouraged by rumours that the

sque at
» & Khilafat leader and 4 highly
nly three fairly insignificant
them. However the news that
mbrath mosque, of which Ay
n raided and destroyed by the

from Kottakkal, Tanur and

spread was that the famous Ma
Musaliar was the priest, had bee
British army. Soon Mappilas
Parappanagadi converged at Tirurangadi ang their leaders met
the British officers to secure the release of the arrested
volunteers. The people were quiet and Peaceful, byt the police
opened fire on the unarmed crowd and many were killed. A clash
ensued, and Government offices were destroyed,

_ Tecords burnt
and the treasury looted. The rebellion soon SPread intq the
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Eranad, Wallyy: :
strongholds, Wvanad andg Ponnani  talugs, all Mappila

In the first stage :
the unpopulay o tage of the rebellion, the targets of attack were

Government au?}im?s )(1andlords), mostly Hin_du, the symbols. of
stations, treasurs ority’s Sl}Ch as kutcheris (courts), pqllce
landlords ang e§ apd offices, and British planters. Lenient

?1001 tlHmdus were rarely touched. Rebels would
€S through territory populated by Hindus and
?é;ae?liezgg sﬂ}?l landlords and burn their records. Some of the
Hindus ’\Vere, ke Kunhammed Haji, took special care to see that
among the rellgmlt molested or looted and even punished those
also did ot d'e S who attacked the Hindus. Kunhammed Haji

ISCriminate in favour of Muslims: he ordered the

execution angd Punish
i ment of f pro-government
Mappilas as wel] of a number of pro-g

travel many m

Bl_lt once the British declared martial law and repressione
begar} I earnest, the character of the rebellion underwent a
deﬁryte change. Many Hindus were either pressurized into
helping the authorities or voluntarily gave assistance and this
helped to strengthen the already existing anti- Hindu sentiment
among the poor. illiterate Mappilas who in any case were
motivated by a strong religious ideology. Forced conversions,
attacks on and murders of Hindus increased as the sense of
desperation mounted. What had been largely an anti-government
and anti-landlord affair acquired strong communal overtones.

The Mappilas’ recourse to violence had in any case driven a
wedge between them and the Non-Cooperation Movement which
was based on the principle of non-violence. The communalization
of the rebellion completed the isolation of the Mappilas. British
repression did the rest and by Decergber 1921 all resista_nce had
come to a stop. The toll was. heavy indeed: 2,337 Mappilas had
lost their lives. Unofficial estimates placed the number at above
10.000. A total of 45,404 rebels were captured or had |
; . d. But the toll was in fact even heav1.er, though in a |
surrendered. From then onwards, the militant Mappilas
i different WE rushed "and demoralized that till
were SO completely €

o e in ¢ form of politics was
) i articipation 1n any P (
1ndependffin‘freh;;e;;it%er joined the national movement nor the
almost nil.
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peasant. movement

that wag to prow in Kernla in later yenry
under the Lefg lca(lcrship.
b{‘

The Peasant Mmovements in U.P. and Malabar were thuy
closely linkeq With the politics at the national level, In Ul',,'”!‘t
impetus haq come from the Home Rule Leagues and, later, from
the Non—Cooperation and Khilafat movement. In Avadh, in the
early months of 1921 when Peasant activity was at its peals, it
was difficult tq distinguish pe
and a pe

asant rally, a similar
Khilafat anqg

tenantsg’ meeting
places, the r

X €Course tq viole
distance bety

€en them ang t
appeals by tp

tween a Non cooperation meeting

situation arose in M.’Jl{l'):’ll’., where

S merged into one. But in both

nce by the peasants created g

he national movement and led to
€ nationalist |

should not j :

caders to the peasants that they
Ndulge in violence, Often, the national leaders,
especially Gandhijj,

the peasants
t, consequences which did
not remain hidden for long as both

Malabar the

on ll’l Ord(ﬁ[' to Crush Lhc
movements. Their advice that peasants should not Push thingg

i refusing to pay rent could also stem
e Eue l?él(grlsaiisy’F he pcgsants themselyeg were ‘not
o Ot]:'lel‘ Conl'tion of rent or landlordism, they only wanteq an
demand1.ng abcr)lés illegal levies, and exorbitant rents — demands
;r;l?ct}? tiizcrgi:t(iaona’l leadership supported. The recourse

to extreme
:nt was likely to Push even the

. sal to pay ren
measures like refu |
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;tlt::loyh:::”(:}]?:] further into the lap of the povernmeit and
0,; 'oi.n: Z()l,]ﬂ‘. 11(Lls of their maintaining a neutrality towards the
going ict between the government and the national
movement.

*

The no-tax movement that was launched in Bardoli talug of

Surat district in Gujarat in 1928 was also in ma
of the Non-cooperation days.” Bardoli talug had been selected in
1922 as the place from where Gandhiji would launch the civil
disobedience campaign, but events in Chauri Chaura had
changed all that and the campaign never took off. However a
marked change had taken place in the area hecause of the
various preparations for the civil disobedience movement and the

end result was that Bardoli had undergone & process of intense
scene. The local

politicization and awareness of the political
Jeaders such as the brothers Kalyanji and Kunverji Mehta, and
Dayalji Desali, had worked hard to spread the message of the
Non-Cooperation Movement. These leaders, who had been
working in the district as social reformers and political activists
for at least a decade prior to Non-cooperation, had set up many
national schools, persuaded students to leave government
schools, carried out the boycott of foreign cloth and liquor, and

had captured the Surat municipality.

. After the withdrawal of the Non-Cooperation Movement, the
Bardoli Congressmen had settled down to intense constructive

work.

Stung by Gandhiji’s rebuke in 1922 that they had done
. nothing for the upliftment of the low-caste untouchable and
tribal inhabitants — who were known by the name of Kaliparaj
(dark people) to distinguish them from the high caste or
Ujaliparaj (fair people) and who formed sixty per cent of the
population of the talug— these men, who belonged to high castes
started work among the Kalipardj through a network of six

ashrams that were spread out over the talug. These ashrams,
h survive to this day as living institutions working

on of the tribals, did much to lift the talug out of
tion that had followed'the withdrawal of 1922.
and Keshavji aaneshji learnt the tribal dialect

many of whic
for the educati
the demoraliza
Kunverji Mehta
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and developed a ‘Kaliparaj literature’ with the assistance of the
educated members of the Kaliparaj community, which contained
poems and prose that aroused the Kaliparaj against the Hali
system under which they laboured as hereditary labourers for
upper-caste landowners, and exhorted them to abjure
intoxicating drinks and high marriage expenses which led to
financial ruin. Bhajan mandalis consisting of Kaliparaj and
Ujaliparaj members were used to spread the message. Night
schools were started to educate the Kaliparaj and in 1927 a
school for the education of Kaliparaj children was set up in
Bardoli town. Ashram workers had to often tce the hostility of
upper-caste landowners who feared that all this would ‘spoil’
their labour. Annual Kallparaj conferences were held in 1922
and, in 1927, Gandhiji, who presided over the annual conference,
initiated an enquiry into the conditions of the Kaliparaj , who he
also now renamed as Raniparaf or the inhabitants of the forest in
preference to the derogatory term Kaliparaj or dark people. Many
leading figures of Gujarat including Narhari Parikh and Jugatram
Dave conducted the inquiry which turned into a sSevere
indictment of the Hall system, exploitation by money lenders and
sexual exploitation of women by upper-castes. As a result of this,
the Congress had built up a considerable’ base among the
Kaliparaj, and could count on their support in the future.

Simultaneously, of course, the Ashram workers had
continued to work among the Jandowning peasants as well, and
had to an extent regained their influence among them. Therefore,
when in January 1926 it became known that Jayakar, the officer
charged with the duty of reassessment of the land revenue
demand of the talug, had recommended a thirty percent increase
over the existing assessment, the Congress leaders were quick to
protest against the increase and set up the Bardoli Inquiry
Committee to go into the issue. Its report, published in July
1926, came to the conclusion that the increase was unjustified.
This was followed by a campaigr'l' in the' Press, the lead being
taken by Young India and Navwan edlteq by Gandhiji. The
constitutionalist leaders of the area, 1nglx1d1ng the members of
the Legislative Council, also took up the issue. In July 1927, the
Government reduced the enhancement to 21.97 per cent.

But the concessions were oo meagre and came too late to
satisfy anybody. The constitutlonahst leaders now began to
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advise the peasants :

and Withho};ding the to rleSISt by paying only the current amount

e other liand s egl 1anced amount. The ‘Ashram’ group, on

if it was to ha\;e gued that the entire amount must be withheld

stage, the Peasanatny effect on the Government. However, at this
! S Seemed mOre irl i K o € v. atal 0

the moderate leaders. clined to heed the advice f

Grgdually, however, as the limitations of the constitutional
leadership became more apparent, and their unwillingness to
lead even a movement based on the refusal of the enhanced
?mount was clear, the peasants began to move towards the
.Ashram’ group of Congress leaders. The latter, on their pan had
in the meanwhile contacted Vallabhbhai Patel and were
persuading him to take on the leadership of the movement A
meeting of representatives of sixty villages at Bamni in Kadod
division formally invited Vallabhbhai to lead the campaign. The
local leaders also met Gandhiji and after having assured him that
the peasants were fully aware of the implicauons ol such a
campaign, secured his approval.

Patel reached Bardoli on 4 February and immediately had a
series of meetings with the representatives of the peasants and
the constitutionalist leaders. At one such meeting, the moderate
leaders frankly told the audience that their methods had failed
and they should now try Vallabhbhai’s methods. Vallabhbhai
explained to the peasants the consequences of their proposed
plan of action and advised them to give the matter a week’s
thought. He then returned to Ahmedabad and wrote a letter to
the Governor of Bombay explaining the miscalculations in the
settlement report and requesting him to appoint an independent
enquiry; €lse, he wrote, he would have to advise the peasants to
refuse to pay the Land revenue and suffer the consequences.

On 12 February, Patel returned to Bardoli and explained the
situation, including the Government’s curt reply, to the peasants’

representatives, following this, & meeting of the occupants of
Bardoli talug passed a resolution a_dVISmg all occupants of land
to refuse payment of the revised EI'SSCSSInent until the
Government appointed an independent tribunal or accepted the
current amount as full payment. Peasants were asked to take

of Prabhu (the Hindu name for god) and Khuda

oaths in the name
(the Muslim name for god) that they would not pay the land
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revenue. The resolution was followed by the recitation of sacred
texts fr.om th‘e Gita and the Koran and songs from Kabir, who
symbolized Hindu-Muslim unity. The Satyagraha had begun.

Vallabhbhai Paid was ideally suited for leading the
campaign. A veteran of the Kheda Satyagraha, the Nagpur Flag
Satyagraha, and the Borsad Punitive Tax Satyagraha, he had
ernerged as a leader of Gujarat who was second only to Gandhiji.
His capacities as an organizer, speaker, indefatigable
campaigner, inspirer of ordinary men and women were already
known, but it was the women of Bardoli who gave him the title of
Sardar. The residents of Bardoli to this day recall the stirring
effect of the Sardar’s speeches which he delivered in an idiom and
style that was close to the peasant’s heart.

The Sardar divided the talug into thirteen workers’ camps 0T
Chhavanis each under the charge of an experienced leader. One
hundred political workers drawn from all over the province,
assisted by 1,500 volunteers, many of whom were students,
formed the army of the movement. A publications bureau that
brought out the daily Bardoli Satyagraha Patrika was set up. This
patrika contained reports about the movement, speeches of the
leaders, pictures of the jabti or confiscation proceedings and
other news. An army of volunteers distributed this to the farthest
corners of the talug. The movement also had its own intelligence
wing, whose job was to find out who the indecisive peasanfs
were. The members of the intelligence wing would shadow them
night and day to see that they did not pay their dues, secure
information about Government moves, especially of the likelihood
of jabti (conﬁscation) and then warn the villagers to lock up their

houses or flee to neighbouring Baroda.

T hé main mobilization Wwas done through extensive
propaganda via meetings, sp'eecheS, pamphlets, and door to door
persuasion. Special emphasis Was placed on the mobilization of
women and many women gctmsts like Mithuben Petit, a Parsi
Jady from Bombay, Bhakt}ba, the wife of Darbar Gopaldas,
Maniben patel, the Sardar s daughter, Shardaben Shah and
Sharda Mehta were recruited for the Purpose. As a result, women
mbered men at the meetings and stood firm in their
to submit to Government threats. Students were
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another speci ar '
farnili pecial target and they were asked to persuade their
amilies to remain thin.

Those who showed signs of weakness were brought into line
by means of social pressure and threats of social boycott. Caste
and village panchayats were used effectively for this purposc and
those who opposed the movement had to face the prospect of
being refused essential services from sweepers, barbers,
washermen, agricultural labourers, and of being socially
boycotted by their kinsmen and neighbours. These threats were
usually sufficient to prevent any weakening. Government officials
faced the worst of this form of pressure. They were refused
supplies, services, transport and found it almost impossible to
carry out their official duties. The work that the Congress leaders
had done among the Kaliparaj people also paid dividends during
this movement and the Government was totally unsuccessful in
its attempts to use them against the upper caste peasants.

Sardar Patel and his colleagues also made constant efforts
to see that they carried the constitutionalist and moderate

leadership, as well as public opinion, with them on ail unportaiit

issues. The result of this was that very soon the Government
impartial

found even its supporters and sympathizers, as well as 1
men, deserting its side. Many members of the Bombay Legislative

Council like K.M. Munshi and Laiji Naranji, the representatives of
the Indian Merchants Chamber, who were not hot-headed
extremists, resigned their seats. By July 1928, the Viceroy, Lord
[rwin, himself began to doubt the correctness of the Bombay
Government’s stand and put pressure on Governor Wilson to find
a way out. Uncomfortable questions had started appearing in the

British Parliament as well.

Public opinion in the country was getting more and more
restive and anti-Government. Peasants in many parts of Bombay
Presidency were threatening to agitate for revision of the revenue
assessments in their areas. Workers in Bombay textile mills were
on strike and there was a threat that Patel and the Bombay
Communists would combine in bringing about a railway strike
that would make movement of troops and supplies to Bardoli
impossible. The Bombay Youth League and other organizations
had mobilized the people of Bombay for huge public meetings
and demonstrations. Punjab was offering to send jathas on foot
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to Bardoli. G )

BEER i takeg;r\l;(i?lg}l] had. shifted to Bardoli on 2 August, 1928, in

All told, a retreat §:fr§1ns of the movement if Patel was arrested.

Jevine. Seetnan ,» 1f it could be covered up by a face saving
» Seemed the best way out for the Government.

Coun'zgemiiig‘esraV}ng device was provided by the Legislative
SEsiming him % hs rom Surat whg wrote a letter to the Governor
catisfied at his pre-condition for an enquiry would be

led. The letter contained no reference to what the pre-
condition was (though everyone knew that it was full payment of
the enhanced rent) because an understanding had already been
reached that the full enhanced rent would not be paid. Nobody
took the Governor seriously when he declared that he had
secured an ‘unconditional surrender.” It was the Bardoli
peasants who had won.

The enquiry, conducted by a judicial officer, Broomfield, and
a revenue officer, Maxwell, came to the conclusion that the
increase had been unjustified, and reduced the enhancement to
6.03 per cent. The New statesman of London summed up the
whole affair on 5 May 1929: ‘The report of the Committee
constitutes the worst rebuff which any local government in India
has received for many years and may have far- reaching results...
It would be difficult to find an incident quite comparable with this
in the long and controversial annals of Indian Land Revenue. °

The relationship of Bardoli and other peasant struggles with
the struggle for freedom can best be described in Gandhiji’s pithy

words: ‘Whatever the Bardoli struggle may be, it clearly is not 2
struggle for the direct attainment of Swaraj. That every such
awakening, every such effort as that of Bardoli will bring Swaraj

nearer and may bring it nearer even than any direct effort is

undoubtedly true.’
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