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IhavecompletedalltheshortstoriesofyoursyllabusbyJamesJoyceandgiven
noteonthem.Ihavenotgivenanynoteon“TheDead.”NowIwanttogiveyousome
idearegarding“TheDead”.
"TheDead"isthefinalshortstoryinthe1914collectionDublinersbyJamesJoyce.The

otherstoriesinthecollectionareshorter,whereasat15,952words,"TheDead"isalmost

longenoughtobedescribedasanovella.

Thestorydealswiththemesofloveandlossaswellasraisingquestionsaboutthenatureof

theIrishidentity.

Characters

GabrielConroy–themaincharacterofthestory.

15Usher'sIsland,thehouseoncepartlyrentedbyJoyce’sgreatauntswhichwasthemodel

for"thedarkgaunthouseonUsher'sIsland",theprincipalsettingforthestory

KingWilliam Statue,DameStreet,Dublin

KateMorkanandJuliaMorkan–GabrielandMaryJane'saunts.Theyareelderlysisterswho

throwapartyeveryyearduringChristmastime.

MaryJaneMorkan–nieceofKateandJuliaMorkan.

Lily–thecaretaker'sdaughter.

GrettaConroy–Gabriel'swife.

MollyIvors–along-timeacquaintanceofthefamily

MrBrowne–onlyProtestantguestattheparty.

FreddyMalins–analcoholicandfriendoffamily.

MrsMalins—FreddyMalins'mother.

BartellD'Arcy–atenor.

GabrielConroy,GrettaConroy,KateandJuliaMorkan,andBartelld'Arcyareallalludedtoin

JamesJoyce'slaterwork,Ulysses,thoughnocharacterfrom "TheDead"makesadirect

appearanceinthenovel.

ThestorycentresonGabrielConroy,ateacherandpart-timebookreviewer,andexploresthe

relationshipshehaswithhisfamilyandfriends.Gabrielandhiswife,Gretta,arrivelatetoan

annualChristmaspartyhostedbyhisaunts,KateandJuliaMorkan,whoeagerlyreceivehim.

AfterasomewhatawkwardencounterwithLily,thecaretaker'sdaughter,Gabrielgoes

upstairsandjoinstherestofthepartyattendees.Gabrielworriesaboutthespeechhehasto

give,especiallybecauseitcontainsacademicreferencesthathefearshisaudiencewillnot

understand.WhenFreddyMalinsarrivesdrunk,asthehostsofthepartyhadfeared,Aunt

KateasksGabrieltomakesureheisallright.

Asthepartymoveson,GabrielisconfrontedbyMissIvors,anIrishnationalist,abouthis



publishingaweeklyliterarycolumnintheUnionistnewspaperTheDailyExpress.Sheteases

him asa"WestBriton,"thatis,asupporterofEnglishpoliticalcontrolofIreland.Gabriel

recallsthathegets15shillingsaweekand"thebookshereceivedforreviewwerealmost

morewelcomethanthepaltrycheque".Hethinksthischargeishighlyunfair,butfailsto

offerasatisfactoryrejoinder.Theencounterendsawkwardly,whichbothersGabrieltherest

ofthenight.Hebecomesmoredisaffectedwhenhetellshiswifeoftheencounterandshe

expressesaninterestinreturningtovisitherchildhoodhomeofGalway.Themusicand

partycontinues,butGabrielretreatsintohimself,thinkingofthesnow outsideandhis

impendingspeech.

Dinnerbegins,withGabrielseatedattheheadofthetable.Theguestsdiscussmusicand

thepracticesofcertainmonks.Oncethedininghasdieddown,Gabrielthinksoncemore

aboutthesnow andbeginshisspeech,praisingtraditionalIrishhospitality,observingthat

"wearelivinginasceptical...thought-tormentedage,"[1]andreferringtoAuntKate,Aunt

JuliaandMaryJaneastheThreeGraces.Thespeechendswithatoast,andtheguestssing

"Fortheyarejollygayfellows."

Thepartywaswindingdown,andastheguestsfilteroutandGabrielpreparestoleave,he

findshiswifestanding,apparentlylostinthought,atthetopofthestairs.From another

room,BartellD'Arcysinging"TheLassofAughrim"canbeheard.TheConroysleftand

Gabrielisexcited,forithasbeenalongtimesinceheandGrettahavehadanightinahotel

to themselves.When they arrived atthe hotel,Gabriel's aspirations ofpassionate

lovemakingareconclusivelydashedbyGretta'slackofinterest.Hepressesheraboutwhat

isbothering her,and she admitsthatshe is"thinking aboutthatsong,The Lassof

Aughrim."[2]Sheadmitsthatitremindsherofsomeone,ayoungmannamedMichaelFurey,

whohadcourtedherinheryouthinGalway.HeusedtosingTheLassofAughrim forher.

Fureydiedatseventeen,earlyintheirrelationship,andshehadbeenverymuchinlovewith

him.Shebelievesthatitwashisinsistenceoncomingtomeetherinthewinterandtherain,

whilealreadysick,thatkilledhim.AftertellingthesethingstoGabriel,Grettafallsasleep.At

first,Gabrielisshockedanddismayedthattherewassomethingofsuchsignificanceinhis

wife'slifethatheneverknew about.Heponderstheroleofthecountlessdeadinliving

people'slives,andobservesthateveryoneheknows,himselfincluded,willonedayonlybea

memory.Hefindsinthisfactaprofoundaffirmationoflife.Gabrielstandsatthewindow,

watchingthesnow fall,andthenarrativeexpandspasthim,edgingintothesurrealand

encompassingtheentiretyofIreland.Asthestoryends,wearetoldthat"Hissoulswooned

slowlyasheheardthesnow fallingfaintlythroughtheuniverseandfaintlyfalling,likethe

descentoftheirlastend,uponallthelivingandthedead."[3]

Storyinbrief.

AttheannualdanceanddinnerpartyheldbyKateandJuliaMorkanandtheiryoungniece,

MaryJaneMorkan,thehousemaidLilyfranticallygreetsguests.Setatorjustbeforethe

feastoftheEpiphanyonJanuary6,whichcelebratesthemanifestationofChrist’sdivinityto

the Magi,the partydraws togethera varietyofrelativesand friends.Kate and Julia

particularlyawaitthearrivaloftheirfavoritenephew,GabrielConroy,andhiswife,Gretta.

Whentheyarrive,GabrielattemptstochatwithLilyasshetakeshiscoat,butshesnapsin

replytohisquestionaboutherlovelife.Gabrielendstheuncomfortableexchangebygiving

Lilyageneroustip,buttheexperiencemakeshim anxious.Herelaxeswhenhejoinshis

auntsandGretta,thoughGretta’sgood-naturedteasingabouthisdedicationtogaloshes



irritateshim.Theydiscusstheirdecisiontostayatahotelthateveningratherthanmakethe

longtriphome.Thearrivalofanotherguest,thealways-drunkFreddyMalins,disruptsthe

conversation.GabrielmakessurethatFreddyisfittojointhepartywhiletheguestschat

overdrinksinbetweentakingbreaksfrom thedancing.Anoldergentleman,Mr.Browne,

flirtswithsomeyounggirls,whododgehisadvances.GabrielsteersadrunkenFreddy

towardthedrawingroom togethelpfrom Mr.Browne,whoattemptstosoberFreddyup.

ThepartycontinueswithapianoperformancebyMaryJane.Moredancingfollows,which

findsGabrielpairedupwithMissIvors,afellowuniversityinstructor.Aferventsupporterof

Irishculture,MissIvorsembarrassesGabrielbylabellinghim a“WestBriton”forwriting

literaryreviewsforaconservativenewspaper.Gabrieldismissestheaccusation,butMiss

IvorspushesthepointbyinvitingGabrieltovisittheAranIsles,whereIrishisspoken,during

thesummer.WhenGabrieldeclines,explainingthathehasarrangedacyclingtriponthe

continent,MissIvorscornershim abouthislackofinterestinhisowncountry.Gabriel

exclaimsthatheissickofIreland.Afterthedance,hefleestoacornerandengagesinafew

moreconversations,buthecannotforgettheinterludewithMissIvors.

Justbeforedinner,Juliasingsasongfortheguests.MissIvorsmakesherexittothe

surpriseofMaryJaneandGretta,andtothereliefofGabriel.Finally,dinnerisready,and

Gabrielassumeshisplaceattheheadofthetabletocarvethegoose.Aftermuchfussing,

everyoneeats,andfinallyGabrieldelivershisspeech,inwhichhepraisesKate,Julia,and

MaryJanefortheirhospitality.FramingthisqualityasanIrishstrength,Gabriellamentsthe

presentageinwhichsuchhospitalityisundervalued.Nevertheless,heinsists,peoplemust

notlingeronthepastandthedead,butliveandrejoiceinthepresentwiththeliving.The

tablebreaksintoaloudapplauseforGabriel’sspeech,andtheentirepartytoaststheirthree

hostesses.

Later,guestsbegintoleave,andGabrielrecountsastoryabouthisgrandfatherandhis

horse,whichforeverwalkedincirclesevenwhentakenoutofthemillwhereitworked.After

finishingtheanecdote,GabrielrealizesthatGrettastandstransfixedbythesongthatMr.

BartellD’Arcysingsinthedrawingroom.Whenthemusicstopsandtherestoftheparty

guestsassemblebeforethedoortoleave,Grettaremainsdetachedandthoughtful.Gabriel

is enamoured with and preoccupied byhis wife’s mysterious mood and recalls their

courtshipastheywalkfrom thehouseandcatchacabintoDublin.

Atthehotel,GabrielgrowsirritatedbyGretta’sbehaviour.Shedoesnotseem tosharehis

romanticinclinations,andinfactburstsintotears.Grettaconfessesthatshehasbeen

thinkingofthesongfrom thepartybecauseaformerloverhadsungittoherinheryouthin

Galway.Grettarecountsthesadstoryofthisboy,MichaelFurey,whodiedafterwaiting

outsideofherwindow inthecold.Grettalaterfallsasleep,butGabrielremainsawake,

disturbedbyGretta’snew information.Hecurlsuponthebed,contemplatinghisown

mortality.Seeingthesnow atthewindow,heenvisionsitblanketingthegraveyardwhere

MichaelFureyrests,aswellasallofIreland.

Analysis

In“TheDead,”GabrielConroy’srestrainedbehaviourandhisreputationwithhisauntsasthe

nephewwhotakescareofeverythingmarkhim asamanofauthorityandcaution,buttwo

encounters with women atthe partychallenge his confidence.First,Gabrielclumsily

provokesadefensivestatementfrom theoverworkedLilywhenheasksheraboutherlove



life.Instead ofapologizing orexplaining whathe meant,Gabrielquickly ends the

conversationbygivingLilyaholidaytip.eblameshisprestigiouseducationforhisinability

torelatetoservantslikeLily,buthiswillingnesstoletmoneyspeakforhim suggeststhathe

reliesonthecomfortsofhisclasstomaintaindistance.TheencounterwithLilyshowsthat

Gabriel,likehisaunts,cannottoleratea“backanswer,”butheisunabletoavoidsuch

challengesasthepartycontinues.DuringhisdancewithMissIvors,hefacesabarrageof

questionsabouthisnon-existentnationalistsympathies,whichhedoesn’tknow how to

answerappropriately.Unabletocomposeafullresponse,Gabrielblurtsoutthatheissickof

hisowncountry,surprisingMissIvorsandhimselfwithhisunmeasuredresponseandhis

lossofcontrol.


