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IhavealreadycompletedTheWayoftheWorldbyWilliam Congreve.Iwanttogiveyoua

clearidearegardingHardTimesbyCharlesDickens.

Title-Theexpression“hardtimes”generallymeansaperiodofslumpordepressionwhen

foodisscanty,whenwagesarelow,andwhenunemploymentiswidespread.However

Dickenshasnotusedthisphraseinthatsense.AccordingtoDickens,thisphraseisa

generalstateofaffairsinwhichthelivesofpeopleareinhibitedorrestrictedandinwhich

peoplearepreventedfrom givingafreeandspontaneousoutlettotheirnaturalfeelingsand

sentiments.Thephraseimpliesakindofbondagetoroutineandcalculationwhichresult

from mechanisationandindustrialism.

ForStudentsofSEMESTER-IV

Chapterwiseidearegarding10ChaptersofBooktheFirstofHardTimes

BOOKTHEFIRST:“SOWING”

CHAPTERI:THEONETHINGNEEDFUL

Thesceneisaschool-room.Inadditiontoaclassofchildren,boysandgirls,therearethree

grown-upandmaturepersonspresent,oneofthesethreebeingthespeakerofthewords

withwhichthestoryopens,thesecondbeingtheschoolmasterwhoisbeingaddressedin

thepresenceoftheclass,andthethirdagovernmentalofficial.Thespeakerisstatingthe

basicprincipleofhisconceptofeducation.Heputsalltheemphasisthathecanupon

“facts”.

CHAPTERII:MURDERINGTHEINNOCENT

ThomasGradgrindisdescribedasamanofrealities,amanoffactsandcalculations,aman

whosethinkingisbasedonfacts.ThomasGradgrindhasestablishedaschool.Hehashired

ateacher,Mr.McChoakumchild,whom hehopeswillinstillinthestudentsnothingbutcold,

hardfacts.Visitingtheschool,Gradgrindtestsapairofstudentsbyaskingthem todefinea

horse.SissyJupe,thedaughterofahorse-ridingcircusentertainer,isunabletoanswer,but

apaleyoungmancalledBitzergivesacut-and-drieddefinitionthatpleasesGradgrind.

CHAPTERIII:ALOOPHOLE

Whilewalkingbacktohishome,appropriatelynamedStoneLodge,Gradgrindcatcheshis

twoeldestchildrenspyingonthecircusthroughapeepholeinthefence.Havingraisedhis

childrenaccordingtohisphilosophyoffactandhavingpermittedthem noimaginative

entertainment,Gradgrindbecomesfurious.HedragstheyoungTom andsixteen-year-old

Louisahome.Louisaadmitsthatcuriositydrewhertothecircusandtriestodefendher

brotherbysayingshedraggedhim there,butallGradgrindcandoisaskangrilywhatMr.

Bounderbywouldsay.



CHAPTERIV:Mr.BOUNDERBY

ThissameMr.Bounderby—awealthy,boastfulindustrialistwhoownsfactoriesanda

bank—isatthatverymomentinthedrawingroom atStoneLodge,pontificatingtothepallid

andlethargicMrs.Gradgrindabouthispoverty-strickenchildhood.Bounderbyneverfailsto

talkatlengthaboutthissubject.HeremindsMrs.Gradgrindthathewasborninaditch,

abandonedbyhismother,andraisedbyacruel,alcoholicgrandmother.Atthispoint,

GradgrindentersandtellsBounderbyabouthischildren’smisbehavior.Mrs.Gradgrind

scoldsthechildrenhalfheartedly,admonishingthem to“goandbesomethingological.”

BounderbytheorizesthatSissyJupe,thecircusentertainer’sdaughterwhoattends

Gradgrind’sschool,mayhaveledtheyoungGradgrindsastray.Gradgrindagrees,andthey

setouttoinform Sissy’sfatherthatSissyisnolongerwelcomeattheschool.Bounderby

demandsakissfrom Louisabeforetheyleave.

CHAPTER V:TheKEYNOTE

OntheirwaytofindSissy’sfather,GradgrindandBounderbywalkthroughthedark,smoky

streetsofCoketown,passinganumberofidenticallyshapedbuildingsmadefrom identical

dirtyredbricks.SoontheymeetSissyJupeherself,whoisbeingchasedbythebullying

Bitzer.Sissy,adutifulandlovingdaughter,hasbeenoutbuyingoilsforherfather’saches

andpains.Thetwomenfollowherbacktothedwellingplaceofthecircusperformers.

CHAPTERVI:SLEARY’SHORSEMANSHIP

SissystopsataninncalledthePegasusArms,whereBounderbyandGradgrindare

introducedtothelispingcircusmaster,Mr.Sleary.SlearyinformsGradgrindthat,

unbeknownsttoSissy,herfatherhaslosthisabilityasaperformerandhasabandonedher

inshame.GradgrinddecidestotakeSissyintohishomeandraiseheraccordingtohis

philosophyoffact.Sissyagreestothearrangement,principallybecauseshebelievesher

fatherwillcomebackforher—anideathatBounderbyandGradgrindfindfancifuland

ridiculous.AstrangeassortmentofcircusfolkgatherstowishSissywellinhernewhome.

Sheissorrytoleavethem,becausetheseentertainershavebeenlikeafamilytoSissyduring

herchildhood.

CHAPTERVII:Mrs.SPARSIT

Thenextday,BounderbydiscussesLouisawithhishousekeeper,Mrs.Sparsit,whois

connectedtotheprominentaristocraticPowlerfamily.Afterfallingonhardtimes,the

aristocraticMrs.SparsithasacceptedemploymentwithMr.Bounderby,butsheconstantly

remindshim ofherfamilyconnections.BounderbyworriesthatthefancifulSissywillbea

badinfluenceonLouisa,whom healreadyregardsashisfuturewife.Gradgrindinforms

SissythatshemaycontinuetoattendhisschoolandthatshewillcareforMrs.Gradgrindin

herfreetime.

CHAPTERVIII:NEVERWONDER

Laterthatsameday,Louisatalkswithherbrotheraboutherfather’splantoapprenticeTom



atMr.Bounderby’sbank.BothLouisaandTom aredepressedbythecolorlessmonotonyof

lifeatStoneLodge,butLouisa,attemptingtocheerupTom,remindshim ofheraffectionfor

him.Sheseemstofeelthatsomethingismissingfrom herlife,butwhenshewonderswhat

itmightbe,Mrs.GradgrindwarnsLouisanevertowonder—wonderingcontradictsthe

philosophyoffact,anditalsomakesMrs.Gradgrindwishshehadneverbeencursedwitha

family.

CHAPTERIX:SOWING(SISSY’SPROGRESS)

SissycomplainstoLouisaabouthowpoorlysheisdoinginschoolandabouthermistakes

whenMr.M'Choakumchildasksherquestions.WhenheasksSissyhowanumbercan

indicatewhetheracountryisprosperous,Sissysaysshecan'tsayifshedoesn'tknowwho

hasthemoneyandifanyofitishers.Whenheaskshertocommentonarateof25people

outofamilliondyingofstarvation,shesaysitmustbeveryhardonthepeoplewhostarve

"whethertheothersareamillionoramillionmillion."Whenaskedtocalculateapercentage

ofpeoplekilledinseavoyages,Sissysaysthepercentageisnothingtothefriendsand

familyofthepeoplewhoarekilled.

Louisaagreestheseanswersarefactuallyincorrect,butsheissympathetic.SheasksSissy

aboutherfatherandthecircus,assuringSissythatshewon'ttellanyone.Sissyisstillafraid

toanswerbutrevealsherfatherwasaclown,frustratedwhenhisperformancesstarted

goingwrong.Shortlybeforeheleft,helosthistemperandseverelybeatthedog,Merrylegs.

Thenshetellsofhowherfathersentherouttobuyabottleofnineoilstosoothehisaching

jointsandhowhewasgonewhenshereturned.Shehaskeptthebottleofoilsbecauseshe

isconvincedhewillreturn.AfterthisconversationLouisanoticeswhenSissyasksMr.

Gradgrindifhehasreceivedanylettersaboutherfather,andLouisasecretlysharesin

Sissy'sdisappointmentwhennonearrive.

CHAPTERX:STEPHENBLACKPOOL

AmongtheindustrialworkersofCocktownisamanbythenameofStephenBlackpool.This

manisfortyyearsage.StephenhasafriendbythenameofRachel,awomanonlyafew

yearsyoungerthanhe,beingaboutthirtyfiveyearsold.Rachelisanindustrialworker.One

wetevening,StephenlooksforRachelandwaitsforhertillsshejoinshim.WhenStephen

entershisroom,heisshockedtofindawomaninhisbed.ThiswomanisStephen’swife

whocomestohim sometimeswhensheisdrunk.

Chapter11:Sowing(NoWayOut)

StephenBlackpoolgoestoseeMr.Bounderbyforadviceabouthismarriage.Mr.Bounderby

greetsStephenwarmly,sayingStephenhasneverbeenatroublesomeworker,never

indicatedadesireto"befedonturtlesoupandvenison,withagoldspoon,"unlikemanyof

hiscolleaguesinthefactory.ButMr.BounderbyquicklysoursonStephenasStephenmakes

thepurposeofhisvisitknown.Stephenknowsofwealthymenwhohavebeenabletoend

theirmarriageswhentheybecomeamisery.Stephenexplainshissituation.Hiswifeisa

constantdrunkwholeaveshim forlongstretches,disgracesherself,andthenreturns.For

thelastfiveyearshehasgivenhermoneytokeepheraway,butnowsheisback.Hewants

toknowhowtoridhimselfofherforgood.



AppalledbythesuggestionthatStephenmightendhismarriage,Mr.Bounderbyinformshim,

"Youtookherforbetterorforworse."AfterStephenpressesthematter,Mr.Bounderbytells

him hewouldhavetospendatleast1,500poundstotakehiscasetocourtanddissolvethe

marriage.SuchfundsareinfinitelyoutofStephen'sreach,andStephencallsthesituation"a

muddle,"aresponsethatangersMr.Bounderby.HescoldsStephenforquestioningthe

country'slawsandinstitutionsandtellshim hedoesseem thetypeofworkerwhowants

"turtlesoup,andvenison,andgoldspoon."AfterherepeatsthatStephentookhiswifefor

betterorworse,headds,"Shemighthaveturnedoutbetter."Stephenonlyshakeshishead,

sighs,andbidsMr.Bounderbyagoodday.

Chapter12:TheOldWoman

AftercomingoutofBounderby’shouse,Stepheniswalkingsorrowfullyawaywhenhefeels

atouchuponhisarm.Itisthehandofanoldwoman.ThiswomanasksStephenifhehas

mettheownerofthehousefrom wherehehasjustemerged.StephenrepliesthatMr.

Bounderbyisperfectlywell.OnlearningthatStephenhadworkedintheBounderby’sfactory

foradozenyearsorso,theoldwomancatchesholdofStephen’shandandkissesit.

Chapter15:Sowing(FatherandDaughter)

WhenMr.GradgrindandLouisaspeaktogetherafterbreakfast,hetellsherMr.Bounderby

wantstomarryher.Heexplainsthattheagedifferencebetweenthem isnotsuchaproblem

forpeopleaspracticalastheyareandexplainsthecaseinfavorofthemarriage.Heistaken

abackwhenLouisaasksifsheisexpectedtoloveMr.Bounderby,thinkingsheisabovesuch

sentimentality.HetellsLouisatomakeadecisionbasedonthelogicandfactsofthe

situationandanassessmentofthepossibleoutcomesofacceptingorrejectingtheoffer.

Louisaconsidersthecourseofherlifeanddecidestoaccepthisproposal.


