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BookTheSecond:Reaping
Chapter-I:EffectsintheBank

Mr.Bounderby,havingsowedseedsofunkindness,reapedanunhappymarriage
and the loss ofhis wife.Mr.Gradgrind's seeds oflogic and Factled to
disillusionmentanddestruction;LouisaGradgrindBounderby,sowedwiththeseeds
ofFact,reapedunhappiness;forTom,theseedsofdishonestyproducedaharvestof
loneliness and destruction;Stephen planted seeds ofdiscontentand reaped
ostracism byhiskind.Eachcharacterreapedaharvestofhisownmaking.
ApparentimmediatelyisDickens'satire,settingthetoneforthischapterandthe
entirebook.Itbegins,"Asunnymidsummerday.Therewassuchathingsometimes,
eveninCoketown."EveninCoketown,theraysofsunlight,orreforms,penetratedthe
smokeandthefog— mistreatmentoftheworkersandthedupingofthefactory
owners.EveninCoketowntherehadcomeatimewhenthelabouringclassunited
forself-preservationandeducationfortheirchildren.Notonlytheworkersbutalso
theentiretown"seemedtobefryinginoil":Bounderby,intheoilofMrs.Sparsit'spity;
youngTom,intheoilofhersuspicions;Bitzer,intheoilofherdisdain;Louisa,inthe
oilofdestruction.Guardiansofthebankbynightandspiesbytheday,Mrs.Sparsit
andBitzerwereill-matchedcompanions;nevertheless,theywereboundtogetherby
Fact.Bitzer,grownfrom thebrilliantstudentofFactintoacoldyoungmanofself-
interest,sharednotonlytasksinthebankwithMrs.Sparsitbutalsothedesireto
underminethepositionofyoungTom.Inthischapter,thereaderlearnsthatMr.
Gradgrindhasrearedasonwhoisanidlerandaparasite.
Introducedinthischapterisanothercharacterwhoisgoingtobeinfluentialin
helpingLouisareapunhappinessandinhelpingBounderbygatherthejustharvestof
hispretensions.BymistakehemeetsMrs.SparsitfirstandinquiresaboutLouisa;
Mrs.Sparsit'srepliespiquehisinterest.

ChapterII:Mr.JamesHarthouse

James(Jem)Harthouse,ayoungmanboredwithallofhistravelsandeducation,
comesto workintheserviceofGradgrind'spoliticalparty.Uponfirstmeeting
Bounderby,Harthouseisunimpressedbythe"self-mademan"storyorbytheprideof
Bounderby— thesmokethatisthe"meatanddrink"ofCoketown.HereDickens
subtlyletsthereaderknowthatthis"meatanddrink"toBounderbyisthedeathand
destructionoftheworkers.
BounderbytakesMr.HarthousehomefordinnerinordertomeetLouisa.Harthouse
issingularlystruckbythebarenessoftheroom thatheenters,which,devoidofa
woman'stouch,isasymbolofthesterilityofthelifethatexiststhere.Intriguedby
Louisa'sdetachmentandthewithdrawnexpressionofhereyes,Harthousedecides
thathisnextchallengeistoarousesomeresponseinthoseeyes.Whenintroduced
toTom whom heimmediatelynicknamesthe"whelp"becauseoftheyoungerman's
mannersandattitude.HarthouseseesthefirstflickerofemotioninLouisa'sface



andrealizesthatshelavishesuponherbrotheralloftheloveofwhichsheiscapable.
Carefully,byencouragingTom'sfriendship,Harthouseplantstheseedsthatwillwin
Louisa'sconfidence.

ChapterIII:TheWhelp

TheseedsofFactsplantedbyThomasGradgrindinhissonhavebecomeaharvest
ofdeceitand hypocrisy.Flattered by Harthouse's interest,Tom reveals the
circumstancesofLouisa'smarriagetoBounderby.Braggingthathewastheonlyone
whocouldinfluenceher,Tom,whilehedrinksHarthouse'sliquorandsmokeshis
cigars,discussesLouisa'shavingneverloved.HarthouseleadsTom onuntilhe
learnsallthathewishestoknow aboutBounderby,Mrs.Sparsit,andLouisa.More
andmoreHarthousebecomesenchantedbytheprospectofthe"chase."Dickens
concludesthechapterbyphilosophizingthatTom issoignorantthathedoesnot
realizethedamagehehasdone

ChapterIV:MenandBrothers

Dickenspicturestheworkersseekingtolessentheburdensoftheirlives.Thelabour-
unionagitator,Slackbridge,isthesupposed"saviour"fortheworkersastheymake
theirvoicesofprotestheard.Dickensshowsthatthelabourleadersmaybeas
corruptastheemployers;hedepictsthelabouringclassgraspingatstrawsandled
byaJudasorafalseprophet.Ofthelabouringgroup,Stephenistheonlyonewho
cannotagreewithSlackbridge'sideas;consequently,Slackbridgeuseshim asan
exampleandturnstheotherworkersagainstStephen.WhenStephenannounceshis
decisionnottojointheunion,theworkersareconvincedthat"privatefeelingmust
yieldtothecommoncause."Ostracizedbyhisfellowworkers,Stephenwalksalone,
afraideventoseehisbelovedRachael.Attheconclusionofthechapter,Bitzer
comestohim andtellshim thatBounderbywishestoseehim.

ChapterV:MenandMasters

StephendefendstheworkersagainstBounderby,whocallsthem the"pestsofthe
earth."Stephensaysthathehasnotrefusedtojointheunionbecauseofhisloyalty
toBounderbybutbecausehehasmadeapromise.Althoughhisownfellowworkers
distrusthim,heisfaithfultothem andgiveshisreasonsforneededreform,thus
infuriating Bounderby,who dismisseshim from hisjobinthefactory.Dickens'
philosophyisexpressedintheconversationasStephentellsBounderbythatmenare
notmachines,thattheydohavesouls.AfterBounderby,whocannotbeartohearany
truthexcepthisown,fireshim,Stephenleavesthelarge"brickcastle"saying,
"Heavenhelpusinthisworld."ThediscussionbetweenBounderbyandStephenhas
madeadeepimpressionuponLouisa.




