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ChapterVI:FadingAway

UponleavingBounderby'shouse,StephenmeetsRachaelandtheoldwomanwhom
hehadmetsometimebeforestandingoutsideBounderby'shouse.Theoldwoman
questionsStephencarefullyaboutBounderby'swife.WhenshehearsthatLouisais
youngandhandsome,sheseemsdelighted.Again,Stephenwonderslittleaboutthe
woman'scuriosityconcerningBounderby.HetellsRachaelthathehasbeenfired
andthatheplanstoleaveCoketowntoseekemploymentelsewhere.Hetriesto
makeherunderstandthatitwouldbebetterforherifshewerenotseenwithhim
anymore.Laterathisroom,whereheandRachaelaretalkingwiththeoldwoman,
whocallsherselfMrs.Pegler,LouisaandherbrotherTom cometoseeStephen.For
thefirsttime,Louisahascometothehomeofoneoftheworkers.Sheknowswell
thefactsofsupplyanddemand,thepercentageofpauperism andthepercentageof
crime,andtheresultsofthechangesinwheatprices,butsheknowsnothingofthe
workerswhomakeupthesestatistics.Indeed,tohertheyhavebeenjustsomany
unitsproducingagivenamountofgoodsinagivenamountoftimeandspace.For
thefirsttime,sherealizesthatthesepeoplearenotmerestatistics;theyhavepride;
theystruggletoexist.Shelearns,too,thatifaworkerisfiredfrom hisjob,hewillnot
beabletofindanotheroneinthesametown.
AsshetalkswithStephenandRachael,shefeelscompassionforthem andoffers
Stephenmoneytohelphim findemploymentawayfrom Coketown.WhenStephen
acceptstwopoundsfrom her,Louisaisimpressedwithhisself-command.
Tom remainsquietwhileLouisaconverseswithRachaelandStephen.Whenhesees
hissisterreadytodepart,heasksStephentostepoutonthestairswithhim while
Louisaremainsinsidetheroom talkingwithRachael.Tom persuadesStephenthat
hemaybeabletodosomethingforthedischargedworkerduringthefew days
remainingbeforehisdeparturefrom Coketowninsearchofwork.Tom hintsstrongly
aboutajobasalightporteratthebank.Stephenwondersabout,butdoesnot
question,thestrangerequestmadeofhim towaitoutsidethebankforawhileeach
evening.Stephenagreestogranttherequest.Duringhisthreedaysoffruitless
waiting,StephenisprobablyobservedbyMrs.SparsitandBitzer.Attheendofthat
period,havingcompletedtheworkonhisloom,StephentakesleaveofRachaeland
departsfrom Coketown.
Dickensweavesintothischaptersomethird-personnarrationconcerningthefateof
the workers. He says,"Utilitarian economists,skeletons of schoolmasters,
CommissionersofFact,genteelandused-upinfidels,gabblersofmanylittledog's-
earedcreeds,thepooryouwillhavealwayswithyou."Heurgesthesepeopletogive
the poorsome consideration,lestthey— when nothing is leftexcepta bare
existence—riseupanddestroytheiroppressors.

ChapterVII:Gunpowder



Harthouse,havingperformedhisdutieswell,hasgainedtheconfidenceofboth
GradgrindandBounderby.Theyareunawareofhisobjective:tomakeLouisalove
him.HispursuitofLouisaisamusingtohim,andhebecomesafrequentcalleratthe
Bounderbyhouse.ThereaderlearnsthatBounderby,havingforeclosedamortgage
onNickits,whospeculatedtoomuch,hasmovedhisfamilyintoacountryestate
somefifteenmilesfrom Coketownandaccessiblebyrailway.Intheflowergarden,
Bounderbyhasplantedcabbages;inthehousefilledwithelegantfurnishingsand
beautifulpaintings,Bounderyhascontinuedhisbarrack-likeexistence.
ThedayofHarthouse'striumpharrivesatBounderby'scountryhome,whenhe
broachestoLouisathesubjectofTom'sgamblingbysayingheisinterestedin
Tom'swell-being.HeconvincesLouisaofhisdeepinterestinTom.Whiletheyare
walkingbacktothehouse,theyencounterTom carvingagirl'snameinatree.Tom,
inabadmood,isbarelyciviltohissister,whohasrefusedhim ahundredpounds.
WhenLouisagoesintothehouse,HarthouseremainsinthegardenwithTom.
PersuadedbyHarthouse,Tom discusseshistroubleswithhim.WhenHarthouse
asksTom howmuchmoneyheneeds,Tom repliesbysayingitistoolateformoney.
HarthousepersuadesTom toapologizetoLouisaforhisrudeness.WhenTom does
apologize,Louisabelievesthatthechangeinhim isduetoHarthouse'sinfluence;her
smileisforHarthousenow.

ChapterVIII:Explosion

Whengunpowderissetoff,anexplosionalwaysfollows.Accordingly,thischapteris
wellnamed.Ithasatwofoldpurpose:torelatethebankrobberyandtoshow
Louisa'sgrowing fondnessforHarthouse and hercontinued awakening to the
realizationthatsomethingismissingfrom herlife.
The chapteropens with Harthouse smoking his pipe and musing overthe
happeningsoftheprecedingnight.Pleasedwithhimselfattheturnofevents,hedid
notdwelllong on the consequence ofwhatcould happen as a resultofhis
relationshipwithLouisa.HerethereaderseesDickensdrawingananalogybetween
Harthouseandthedevil.Harthousedepartsearlyforapublicoccasion,atsome
distancefrom theBounderbyresidence.WhenhereturnstotheBounderbyhouseat
six,heismetbyBounderby,whoinformshim oftherobberyatthebank.Whoever
enteredthebankdidsowithafalsekey;thekeywaslaterfoundinthestreet.One
hundredandfiftypoundsisthemissingsum.AttheBounderbyhouseareBitzer,
whoisscoldedforsleepingsosoundly,andMrs.Sparsit,whohascometostay
becausehernervesaretoobadforhertoremaininherapartmentatthebank.
BounderbycommentsthatevenLouisafaintedwhenshelearnedoftherobbery.The
readerrealizesalmostimmediatelytheidentityofthethief,butStephenBlackpoolis
suspectedofthecrime.Comingundersuspicionasanaccompliceistheoldwoman
whoisyetamysterytoall.WhenHarthouseinquiresconcerningTom'swhereabouts,
Bounderbysaysheishelpingthepolice.
As the evening progresses,Mrs.Sparsitobliges heremployerbyoccasionally
resorting to copious tears as she caters to Bounderby's whims — playing
backgammonwithhim andpreparinghissherrywithlemon-peelandnutmeg—and
watchesLouisaandHarthouse,hopingfortheworst.
LouisaliessleeplesswaitingforTom'sreturn;sheisconcerned,forshesuspects



thathe—notBlackpool—hasforcedopenthesafeandusedthefalsekey,ifindeed
itwereused.AnhourpastmidnightshehearsTom enter.Aftergivinghim timeto
prepareforbed,shegoestohisupstairsroom,hopingthathewillconfideinher.
TheydiscusstheirvisitwithBlackpoolandRachaelandagreenottotellanyone
aboutit.Tom liestoLouisa,tellingherthathehadtakenStephenoutsideonthe
stairsthatnighttotellhim whatgoodfortunehehadingettingherhelp.Troubled,
Louisaleavesherbrother,whoweeps,unabletoconfideinheroranyoneelse.

ChapterIX:HearingtheLastofIt

"HearingtheLastofIt"bearsadualmeaning:thelastofLouisa'sdeterminationto
remainalooffrom HarthouseandthelastofMrs.Sparsit'sschemetobeagainthe
respectedhousekeeperintheBounderbyhouse.Thisdualmeaningisincomplete
untilthefinalchapterofthisbook.
Inspiteofher"badnerves,"Mrs.Sparsitreassumesallofherdutiesashousekeeper
and hostessinBounderby'shouse.Even thoughsherefersto LouisaasMiss
Gradgrind,Bounderbytakesnooffense.Heispatheticinhisacceptanceoftheold
regime— histeapoured,areadyear,asmooth-runninghousehold,andanobvious,
agreeableadmirerofhistalentsasa"self-mademan."
The readerrealizesthatMrs.Sparsitisaware ofthe dangerousalienation of
husbandandwife.ShekissesBounderby'shandwhensheisinhispresencebut
shakesherright-handmittenathispictureinhisabsenceandsays,"Serveyouright,
youNoodle,andIam gladofit."Mrs.Sparsit'sconstantreferencetoLouisaasMiss
Gradgrindletsthereaderknowalsothatnorealmarriageexistsbetweentheaging
tyrantandtheyoungwomanjustawakeningtolife.
Louisaissummonedhometoseehergravelyillmother.Sincehermarriage,shehas
beenhomeveryfewtimes.Nowasshereturns,shehasnochildhoodmemoriesto
makeherhomecomingglad.Rather,shegoeswithaheavy,hardenedkindofsorrow
tofindhermotherrapidlysinking.InthoselastminutesofMrs.Gradgrind'slife,
Louisaletsthereaderknow how muchSissyhasinfluencedherandtheyoungest
Gradgrind,childJane.


