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Chapter-X:Mrs.Sparsit’sStaircase

Chapter10,entitled"Mrs.Sparsit'sStaircase,"isoneofsymbolism.Notonlyisthe
"staircase"a staircase erected in Mrs.Sparsit's mind assymbolic ofLouisa's
eventualshameforthedarkatthebottom,butitisalsothestaircaseofdestruction
formanyoftheothercharacters.
AfterseveralweeksattheBounderbyhome,Mrs.Sparsitreturnstoherapartmentat
thebank.Ontheeveofherdeparture,Mr.Bounderbyinviteshertobeaconstant
weekendguestathishome.Followingthisinvitation,sheandMr.Bounderbydiscuss
thebankrobbery.BounderbysaysthatRomewasnotbuiltinadayandneitherwill
thethiefbediscoveredinsuchashortperiodoftime.HeaddsthatifRomulusand
Remuscouldwait,socanhe,forheandtheyhavemuchincommon:theyhadhada
she-wolfforanurse;he,ashe-wolfforagrandmother.Hemakesreferencenotonly
toTom'sdiligenceatthebankbutalsototheoldwoman,whoisundersuspicion.
Constantcompanions,LouisaandHarthousediscusstherobbery.Louisacannot
believethatStephencould rob thebank.Meanwhile,Mrs.Sparsitwatchesthe
growingfriendshipbetweenthetwoanddoesnothingtopreventthedisastershe
knowswillcome.

Chapter-XI:LowerandLower
"LowerandLower"depictsMrs.Sparsit'swatchfulwaitingforLouisa'scomplete
descentintotheblackgulfatthebottom ofthestaircase.ItalsoshowsGradgrind's
unemotionalacceptance ofhis wife's death;he hurrieshome,buries herin a
business-likemanner,andreturnstohis"dust-throwing"inParliament.
EventhoughMrs.SparsitisnotattheBounderbycountryresidenceduringtheweek,
shemanagestokeepaclosewatchonLouisathroughtalkwithBounderby,Tom,
andHarthouse.WhenMrs.SparsitlearnsthatBounderbyistobeawayforthreeor
fourdays on business,she,inviting Tom to dinner,skillfullyworms from him
informationconcerningLouisaandHarthouse.WhenshelearnsthatHarthouseis
expectedbackthenextafternoonfrom ahuntingtriptoYorkshireandthathehas
askedTom tomeethim,Mrs.SparsitgloatsoverLouisa'sfinaldescent.Shefirst
suspects,thenlearns,thatHarthouseisusingtheruseofTom'smeetinghim tobe
alonewithLouisa.
Thenextafternoon,shegoesouttotheBounderbycountryresidenceandlooksfor
thepair.Hidingbehindatreeinthewoods,shehearsHarthouse,whohasreturned
byhorseback,declarehisloveforLouisaandurgehertogoawaywithhim.Astorm
risesandtherainbeginsto fallinsheets.Afraidofdiscovery,Mrs.Sparsitis
drenchedasshewatchesLouisaleaveHarthouseandgointothehouse.Muchto
herdelight,Mrs.SparsitseesLouisa,clothedinacloakandhat,leavethehouseand
gototherailroadstation.Followingher,Mrs.Sparsit—drenched,coldandsneezing
— burstsintotearswhen,afterthetrainarrivesinCoketown,sherealizesthatshe
haslostLouisa.

Chapter-XII:Down



Whenthechapteropens,thereaderseesMr.Gradgrind,homefrom Parliament,
occupiedinhisusualpursuit—workingwithstatistics,unmindfulofthepouringrain
andstorm.HeisstartledasthedooropensandLouisaenters.Fleeingtothehouse
ofherbirthforrefugeagainsttheemotionswhichstirherandwhichshedoesnot
understand,shecursesthedayofherbirth,challengesherfather'sphilosophyto
savehernow,andexplainstohim whyshemarriedBounderby.Althoughshetells
herfatherofHarthouse'sdeclarationofloveandhisdesirethattheyelope,she
assureshim thatshehasnotdisgracedthefamilyname.Asheseesthecrumbling
ofhisdogma,hereactsasafatherwholoveshisdaughter.Heholdsherinhisarms,
notknowinghow tocomforther.Thebookendswithher,thesymbolofallhis
teachings,lyinginaninsensibleheapathisfeet.


