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ScenewiseIdearegardingAct-IV.

Act-IV,Scene-I

MartinoandFrederick,twonoblesatthecourtoftheGermanEmperor,converseabout

recentevents.Bruno,theEmperor'schoiceforpope,isback,havingriddenhomeona

demon'sback.TheyareexcitedabouttheimminentperformanceofFaustustheconjurorfor

thepleasureofthecourt.Theytrytorousetheirsleepinglushofafriend,Benvolio,tocome

seetheshow,butherefusestocome.He'llwatchfrom thewindow.

Charles,theGermanEmperor;Bruno,Saxony,Faustus,Mephostophilis,Frederick,Martino,

andAttendantsareinthecourt.Benvolioisatthewindow.TheEmperorwelcomesFaustus,

thankinghim fordeliveringBruno,andFaustusfawnsontheEmperor,promisingwonders.

Benvoliovoiceshisscepticism,sayingthatifFaustuscanconjurespirits,Benvolioisjustas

likelytobecomeastag,likethemythicalcharacterActeon.FaustusconjuresAlexanderthe

Great,thePersianEmperorDarius,andAlexander'sparamour,delightingtheEmperor,who

hastoberestrainedbyFaustusfrom embracingAlexander.Faustusalsomakesantlers

growontheheadofBenvolio.Hethreatenstosummonhuntingdogs(parallelingthedeath

ofActeon),butBenvolioappealstotheEmperorforhelp,andtheEmperorasksFaustusto

restoreBenvolio'shumanshape.Benvolioplotsrevenge.TheEmperorcommendsFaustus

andpromiseshim highoffice.

Act-IV,Scene-II

EnterBenvolio,Martino,Frederick,andSoldiers.MartinotriestostopBenvoliofrom making

amoveagainstFaustus.Benvoliowon'tbepersuaded,andhisfriendsresolvetostandwith

him.Frederickleavestoplacethesoldiersforambush,andreturnstowarnthem that

Faustusiscoming.Thethreefriendsattack,andBenvoliocutsoffFaustus'head.Theyplan

todesecratethehead,andputhornsonitbutFaustus'bodyrises.Becausehemadehisdeal

withthedevilandwaspromisedtwenty-fourmoreyearsoflife,hecannotbekilled.He

summonshisdevils,atfirstcommandingthem to flywiththem uptoheavenbefore

draggingthem downtohell.Thenhechangeshismind,becausehewantsmentoseewhat

happenstohisenemies.Hetellsthedevilstodragthethreefriendsthroughdifferentparts

ofthewilderness.Thedevilsdragoffthetrio.Theambushsoldiersarrive,butFaustus

defeatsthem bycommandingthetreesandsummoninganarmyofdevils.

Act-IV,Scene-III

Benvolio,Martino,andFrederickfindeachotherinthewoods.Theyallhavehornsontheir

heads.TheydecidethatattackingFaustusisfutile,andsotheyretreattoBenvolio'scastle,

tolivehiddenfrom theworlduntilthehornsgoaway;ifthehornsremain,they'llstayatthe

castleforever.

Act-IV,Scene-IV

Faustus,reflectingtoMephostophilisthathisyearsarenearlyelapsed,decidestoreturnto



Wittenburg.AHorse-courserarrives,tryingtobuyFaustus'horse.Faustusagreestothe

offer,andwarnsthemannottotakethehorseintowater.ThemanasksFaustusifhewould

dothehorse'surinalysisifthehorsebecameill,andFaustustellsthemantogo.Faustus

reflectsonhisquicklydisappearingtime,andfallsasleep.TheHourse-courserreturn,wet,

becauseherodehishorseintowateranditturnedintostraw.Mephostophilistellstheman

nottobotherFaustus,butthemantugsatFaustus'leg,whichcomesoff.Faustusscreams,

asifinpain,andMephostophilisthreatenstotakethemantotheconstable.Theboy

promiseshewillpayfortydollarsmore,iftheylethim go,andMephostophilistellshim togo

away.Afterthemanisgone,Faustusseemstobefine.Hehashislegagain,andseemsto

havebeenplayingafewtrickstoswindletheboyoutofmoney.

Wagnerenters,totellFaustusthattheDukeofVanholtdesiresFaustus'company.Faustus

decidesthathewouldn'tmindservingtheDuke,andofftheygo.

Act-IV,Scene-V

EnterClown,Dick,Horse-courser,andaCarter.TheHostessenters.TheClown(Robin)

voicestoDickhisworrythattheHostesswillrememberthatheowesmoney.Shedoes

remember,butdoesn'tseem tomind,andgoestofetchthem sobeer.

TheytalkaboutFaustus.TheCartercomplainsthatFaustuscheatedhim.WhenFaustus

mettheCarterwhilethelatterwascartinghaytoWittenburg,theformerpaidapittancefor

asmuchhayashecouldeat.FaustusatealltheCarter'shay.TheHorse-coursertellsthem

abouthowhewasswindled,includingamodifiedendingwherehebravelywenttohishouse

andrippedhislegoff.TheythinkFaustusislegless,andsotheydecidetodrinksomemore

beforegoingtofindthegooddoctor.

Act-IV,Scene-VI

EntertheDukeofVanholt,hisDuchess,Faustus,andMephostophilis.TheDukethanks

Faustusforhismagic,whichconjuredthesightofacastleintheair.WhenFaustusasksthe

Duchesstorequestwhatshewill,sheasksforripegrapes,althoughitbeJanuary.Faustus

sendsMephostophilistofetchthem.TheDukewonders,andFaustusgivesalectureonhow

theseasonsarereversedinthesouthernhemisphere.Robin,DicktheHorse-courser,andthe

Carterbangonthegates.TheyapparentlywantFaustus,andhetellstheDuketoletthem in.

Theyenter,allhavingvariousscorestosettlewithFaustus.Faustustoyswiththem abit

(sincetheythinkhe'smissingaleg).TheHostessenters,withdrink,apparentlyhopingtoget

paid.FaustususesmagictostriketheClowncharactersspeechless,oneatatime.Theyexit.

TheHostessaskswho'llpay,andFaustusstrikesherspeechlesstoo.Shegoes.TheDuke

andhisLadyaredelighted.




