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Act-1V, Scene-|

Martino and Frederick, two nobles at the court of the German Emperor, converse about
recent events. Bruno, the Emperor's choice for pope, is back, having ridden home on a
demon's back. They are excited about the imminent performance of Faustus the conjuror for
the pleasure of the court. They try to rouse their sleeping lush of a friend, Benvolio, to come
see the show, but he refuses to come. He'll watch from the window.

Charles, the German Emperor; Bruno, Saxony, Faustus, Mephostophilis, Frederick, Martino,
and Attendants are in the court. Benvolio is at the window. The Emperor welcomes Faustus,
thanking him for delivering Bruno, and Faustus fawns on the Emperor, promising wonders.
Benvolio voices his scepticism, saying that if Faustus can conjure spirits, Benvolio is just as
likely to become a stag, like the mythical character Acteon . Faustus conjures Alexander the
Great, the Persian Emperor Darius, and Alexander's paramour, delighting the Emperor, who
has to be restrained by Faustus from embracing Alexander. Faustus also makes antlers
grow on the head of Benvolio. He threatens to summon hunting dogs (paralleling the death
of Acteon), but Benvolio appeals to the Emperor for help, and the Emperor asks Faustus to
restore Benvolio's human shape. Benvolio plots revenge. The Emperor commends Faustus
and promises him high office.

Act-1V, Scene-ll

Enter Benvolio, Martino, Frederick, and Soldiers. Martino tries to stop Benvolio from making
a move against Faustus. Benvolio won't be persuaded, and his friends resolve to stand with
him. Frederick leaves to place the soldiers for ambush, and returns to warn them that
Faustus is coming. The three friends attack, and Benvolio cuts off Faustus' head. They plan
to desecrate the head, and put horns on it but Faustus' body rises. Because he made his deal
with the devil and was promised twenty-four more years of life, he cannot be killed. He
summons his devils, at first commanding them to fly with them up to heaven before
dragging them down to hell. Then he changes his mind, because he wants men to see what
happens to his enemies. He tells the devils to drag the three friends through different parts
of the wilderness. The devils drag off the trio. The ambush soldiers arrive, but Faustus
defeats them by commanding the trees and summoning an army of devils.

Act-1V, Scene-lll

Benvolio, Martino, and Frederick find each other in the woods. They all have horns on their
heads. They decide that attacking Faustus is futile, and so they retreat to Benvolio's castle,
to live hidden from the world until the horns go away; if the horns remain, they'll stay at the
castle forever.

Act-lV, Scene-IV

Faustus, reflecting to Mephostophilis that his years are nearly elapsed, decides to return to



Wittenburg. A Horse-courser arrives, trying to buy Faustus' horse. Faustus agrees to the
offer, and warns the man not to take the horse into water. The man asks Faustus if he would
do the horse's urinalysis if the horse became ill, and Faustus tells the man to go. Faustus
reflects on his quickly disappearing time, and falls asleep. The Hourse-courser return, wet,
because he rode his horse into water and it turned into straw. Mephostophilis tells the man
not to bother Faustus, but the man tugs at Faustus' leg, which comes off. Faustus screams,
as if in pain, and Mephostophilis threatens to take the man to the constable. The boy
promises he will pay forty dollars more, if they let him go, and Mephostophilis tells him to go
away. After the man is gone, Faustus seems to be fine. He has his leg again, and seems to
have been playing a few tricks to swindle the boy out of money.

Wagner enters, to tell Faustus that the Duke of Vanholt desires Faustus' company. Faustus
decides that he wouldn't mind serving the Duke, and off they go.

Act-lV, Scene-V

Enter Clown, Dick, Horse-courser, and a Carter. The Hostess enters. The Clown (Robin)
voices to Dick his worry that the Hostess will remember that he owes money. She does
remember, but doesn't seem to mind, and goes to fetch them so beer.

They talk about Faustus. The Carter complains that Faustus cheated him. When Faustus
met the Carter while the latter was carting hay to Wittenburg, the former paid a pittance for
as much hay as he could eat. Faustus ate all the Carter's hay. The Horse-courser tells them
about how he was swindled, including a modified ending where he bravely went to his house
and ripped his leg off. They think Faustus is legless, and so they decide to drink some more
before going to find the good doctor.

Act-1V, Scene-VI

Enter the Duke of Vanholt, his Duchess, Faustus, and Mephostophilis. The Duke thanks
Faustus for his magic, which conjured the sight of a castle in the air. When Faustus asks the
Duchess to request what she will, she asks for ripe grapes, although it be January. Faustus
sends Mephostophilis to fetch them. The Duke wonders, and Faustus gives a lecture on how
the seasons are reversed in the southern hemisphere. Robin, Dick the Horse-courser, and the
Carter bang on the gates. They apparently want Faustus, and he tells the Duke to let them in.

They enter, all having various scores to settle with Faustus. Faustus toys with them a bit
(since they think he's missing a leg). The Hostess enters, with drink, apparently hoping to get
paid. Faustus uses magic to strike the Clown characters speechless, one at a time. They exit.
The Hostess asks who'll pay, and Faustus strikes her speechless too. She goes. The Duke
and his Lady are delighted.






