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TodayIwanttogiveyousomeidearegardingShashiDeshpande.
ShashiDeshpandeasanIndianAuthorthewidely-acclaimedandanawardwinning
womannovelist,ShashiDeshpandewasborninDharward,Karnataka,Indiain1938.
SheistheseconddaughteroffamousKannadadramatistandSanskritscholarAdya
Rangacharya.ShecompletedhergraduationinEconomicsfrom Bombay’s(now
Mumbai)ElphinstonCollege.SheholdsadegreeinLaw too.Beinginterestedin
journalism,foracoupleofmonthssheworkedasajournalistforthemagazine,
‘Onlooker’.Shebeganherwritingcareerin1970afterthebirthofhertwosonswitha
collectionofshort-stories,TheLegacypublishedin1978.Herstoriesfirstappeared
inthemagazineslike,Femina,Eve;sWeekly,TheIllustratedWeeklyofIndia,Deccan
Herald,J.S.etc.Tillthedate,shewrotetwelvenovelsofwhichherfirstnovel,Roots
andShadowsthoughpublishedafterDarkHoldsNoTerrorswonprizeforthebest
IndianNovelof1982-83Forheranothernovel,ThatLongSilence,shereceived
SahityaAkademiAwardin1990andPadmashriAwardin2009.Shehasfourbooks
forchildrenandabookofessaystohercredit.ShashiDeshpande,thoughwas
familiarwith both Marathias hermother’s language and Kannda herfather’s
language,shechoseEnglishforherwriting.BeinganIndianwomanwriter,she
specificallywritesaboutIndianlifeinIndianlanguage.ThebeautyofIndianized
Englishhasbeenenhancedthroughherwritingthatcomesinvariousformsof
literature.Deshpande’sadvocacyof‘IndianEnglish’primaryaimsatunravellingthe
innerlandscapeofman-womanrelationshipinIndia.Sheexplicitlytalksofherdesire
towriteof‘people,whowerewaitinginsideher.’Theotherwomenwritersfor
instance,NayantaraSehegal,AnitaDesaiandJaiNimbkartoohavecontributedto
IndianWritinginEnglishwiththeirmajorthrustuponthestudyoffluctuatingstatus
ofIndianmiddle-classwomanthroughtheirnovelsandshort-stories.
b)Woman:HerRoleandSubservientStatusHumancivilizationisdividedintotwo
parts-ManandWoman.Nearlyhalfoftheworld’spopulationhasbeenofwoman
rightfrom thedawnofcivilizationtilltoday.Theculturalheightofasocietydepends
onthekindofstatusthesocietyofferstoawoman,thatis,theattitudeparticularly
ofthemalemembersofthesocietytoawoman.Thoughchanging,theconditionof
womaninIndiaisstillfarfrom satisfactoryonaccountofsex,caste,classand
traditionalvaluesystem.Intheconventionalcastesystem ofIndia,womanherself
hasalwaysbeenlookeduponasacaste.VrindaNabar(1995:50)says,‘Tobecaste
aswomaninIndiaistoliveoutthistriple-layeredexistence.’Thedisparityintherole
ofmanandwomaninvariouswalksoflifehasalwayscreatedasocialimbalanceall
overtheworld.Whileexaminingthesex-role,thesocietyhasbeencomparedtoa
bird,whosetwowingsPrabhatiMukherjee(1978:01)says,“…representtwosexes,
thebalancedandsmoothfunctioningofwhichareabsolutelynecessarytoboth
thesecases.Thetwowings,tocontinuetosimileareveryillproportionedinIndia,
whichpreventIndiansocietyfrom progressingsmoothly.”Woman’ssocialroleand
hersocialstatusareinterrelated.Thatiswhywoman’srole,whichis,whatthe
‘mighty’sexwantshertodothatdeterminesherstatus.Therefore,thestatusof
womanhastobeseeninthesocio-cultural,economic,politicalandpsychological
contexts.Itisthewomanwhoissupposedtobethecustodianofsocialand



religiousconventions.Apartfrom beingamachineofperpetuation,shealsohasto
be‘ashow-piece.’ItseemsthatevenGodhasdoneagreatinjusticetowomanby
attributingtoherthefunctionofreproduction.Incaseofwoman,subordination
results usually from factors like sex-discrimination,economic dependence,
traditionalcustoms,unfavourableenvironment,ignorance,superstitions,prejudices,
andsoon.Thesefactorsconspiretogethertomouldhermentalmakeupinsucha
waythatshehastoacceptthesubordinateroleinthegivensocio-economic


