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Rly. Station : Berhampore Court, E. R. Phone : (03482) 251193

BERHAMPORE GIRLS[LCOLLEGE

(Government Sponsored)
P.O.- BERHAMPORE, DIST.- MURSHIDABAD
WEST BENGAL, PIN - 742101

Members of the Governing Body
of
Berhampore GirlsCOCollege

1. Sri Mrinal Kanti Chakraborty President
2. Dr. Hena Sinha Principal & Secretary
3. Sri Nilratan Adhya Member
4. Sri Tapan Tripathy Member
5. Prof. (Dr.) Ashis Panigrahi Member
6. Dr. Sujata Mukhopadhyay Member
7. Dr. Somdatta Chakraborty Member
8. Dr. Smrritiratan Tripathi Member
9. Dr. Khaibar Ali Miah Member
10. Prof. Brindaban Biswas Member
11. Sri Nabakumar Pal Member
12. Sri Nilambar Jha Member
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Gandhils Influence on Media and Indian Literature
Keya Ghatak
Associate Professor in English

Mahatma Gandhi was one who lived for others, not to court applause or
appreciation, nor to gain worldly happiness or spiritua salvation, but out of an
inner sense of duty asthe essential element of his existence. He dedicated hislife
to a noble ideal, entirely selfless, free from all narrowness, truthful in speech,
fearlessin action, meek asalamb, but alion in spirit. Regarding Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru has written in his The Discovery of India, [How far a single individual
can influence a peoplels thought and ideology it is difficult to say[Gandhi(s
influence on IndialS mind has been profound in the present age.] In order to
spread his message, Gandhiji wrote frequently in his English-language weeklies
in clear, simple and direct style. He was perhaps the biggest communicator of the
20th century. He communicated his ideas to the millions of India and the world.
Like Tolstoy and Vivekananda, Gandhiji believed that religion should be based
on service to humanity and not on particular dogmas. Hisreligion of service was
directed to remove the misery, ill-health, ignorance, unemployment and supersti-
tions of the large majority of Indians.

Gandhiji reached his messages through a combination of oral and print
mediachannelsaswell asthrough personal correspondence. He used three meth-
ods for oral communication Clorganisational network, padayatras and regular
prayer meetings. He succeeded in hisoral communication not through reverber-
ating rhetoric but through directly entering the innermost recesses of his listen-
ersChearts.His ideas were spread to thousands through the network of Pradesh,
District and Taluk Congress Committees. Padayatras included journey by foot
and hisjourneys by train as a means of meeting people in distant corners of the
country and interacting with them. Thelongest padayatrawas his Dandi marchto
pick salt from the seashore. In 1915 he undertook a nationwide tour by train so as
to familiarise himself with the living and working conditions of peoplein differ-
ent corners of the country. He did not make powerful orations during these
padayatras but the masseswere electrified by his presence and by his gentle mes-
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sages on freedom, village reconstruction, non-violence and self-reliance. He car-
ried his messages to the peopl e through the prayer meetings as an equally effec-
tive method of interpersonal communication. Meetings were rounded off with
brief statements by him on some vital issues like politics, economics, religion,
morality, village uplift, untouchability, ahimsa, satyagrahaand swadeshi that were
current at that time.

Gandhiji realised the importance of newspapersin moulding public opin-
ion. When he was in South Africa, he started using the columns of The Indian
Opinion. In 1903, he founded it with the help of his compatriots and some South
African friends to mobilise and educate the Indians there. The Indian Opinion, a
weekly, was published in four languages CEnglish, Gujarati, Tamil and Hindi, in
order to voice the legal disahilities that Indians in South Africa were suffering.
He used the columns of the paper for publishing the EnglishVersion of his book-
let, Hind Swaragj, and for communicating his views. He edited three newspapers
inIndia They were: Satyagrahi, Young Indiaand Navajiban.Most newspapersin
those days could not last for more than a few months. Except for the Anglo [
Indian newspapers, the bulk of the literate who occupied the small towns and
rural areas, depending on the Indian language newspapers, carried reproductions
from GandhijilS newspapers, especialy Young India and Harijan. Haijan was
published under the auspices of the Servants of Untouchable Society formed by
Gandhiji. This newspaper was solely devoted to the uplift of the Harijans and the
villages. He looked upon journalism as a means to serve the people. He believed
that a newspaper was a social institution and its success depended on the extent
to which it could educate the readers. In those days, Young India had a circula-
tion of 45,000 copies. Thisfigure had not been reached by any Anglo CIndian or
Indo-Anglian newspaper.

Gandhils image as Mahatma captured the imagination of many Indo-En-
glish novelists. Gandhian concepts like Satya, Ahimsa, Swadeshi, Swargj,
Satyagraha and Harijan Uplift found their way into the Indo- English novels of
that time and inspired the novelists after independence.He was introduced into
the Indian English fiction in various ways. A few central concepts of Gandhian
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philosophy were the basis of Mulk Rg Anandis Untouchable and Ragja Raols
Kanthapura.Untouchablewas anovel based on voice of Gandhi against the tradi-
tional norms of caste system. The story revolved around Bakha belonging to the
[Untouchableltaste in Hinduism. Towards the end of the novel, Gandhi himself

was introduced as a character. Bakha heard the impassioned speech of Mahatma
Gandhi who was a champion for the rights of the [Untouchablesl]In the novel,

the philosophy of Gandhi worked like a magic which provided hope for some-
thing new.In The Road , Anand showed that the government of independent
India abolished the social and religious disabilities of untouchables on account
of voice of Gandhi. The conflict between the Marxist and the Gandhian ideolo-
gieswasreflected inthenovel, The Sword and the Sickle. The image of Gandhi
could mostly be seen through the eyes of Lalu and other peasant workerswho felt
the magical power of personality of Gandhiji but failed to understand the mean-
ing of his philosophy.In The Big Heart, the philosophy of Gandhi was repre-
sented by Mahasha Hans Raj, Satyapal and Professor Mgjid scattered idea of
Gandhijils swadeshi and requested to boycott machines.

The theme of Rgja Raols Kanthapurawas based on Gandhi(Slife and phi-
losophy, but Gandhi did not appear in the novel personally. RajaRao depicted the
real picture of Indian village before the independence of India. All the maor
political and socia activities related to Gandhi during that time like Satyagraha,
Harijan Uplift, Swadeshi, Swargj, Gandhils Dandi March, Gandhi Irwin Pact,
the Second Round Table Conference, propaganda against drinking, fasting and
spinning, etc. werereflected in the novel through Moorthy who was conceived as
[a Gandhi man.[Raja Rao wanted to point out the key-note of entire Gandhian
movement by presenting the emergence of national consciousness in a typical
village community of South India

Before 1947, R.K.Narayan wrote only one story, Gandhi[SAppedl, related
to the nationalist theme. Eighty years after independence, he published Waiting
for the Mahatma to use the last phase of Mahatma Gandhis life as the back-
ground for hisnovel. The main love story of Sriram and Bharati revolved around
Gandhi who possessed a pivotal position in the plot of the novel. Narayan tried
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his level best to bring out the major concepts of philosophy of Gandhi like the
removal of untouchability, the idea of purity, self discipline, self-reliance, the
practice of Truth and nonviolence and spinning on the charkhathrough Gandhils
wordsand actions.In Inquilab, Khawa aAhmad Abbas captured the political events
of nearly two decades from the Jallianwala Bagh massacre of 1919 to the year of
the Gandhi Clrwin Pact, 1931 by presenting Mahatma through the growing con-
sciousness of the young hero Anwar.

The diminishing popularity of Mahatma Gandhi on account of his disap-
pearance from the national scene after the attainment of independence was also
presented by some novelists. Khushwant Singh set the trend to publish Train to
Pakistan in 1956 to present the image of Gandhi as areligious man. The similar
outlook was reflected in Azadi by Chaman Nahal. A two-pronged view to phi-
losophy of Gandhi wasreflected in A Bend in the Ganges by Manohar Malgonkar.
Gandhi wasintroduced only in thefirst chapter of the novel asacharacter but his
doctrine of non-violence was subjected to heavy attack through out the book by
exposing the hypocrisy and emptiness of hisdisciples.In This Time of Morning,
Gandhijils idea of non [violence was posed. During the Chinese invasion of
Indiain 1962, this philosophy of Gandhiji became crucial.

Indiafelt the necessity of strengthening its defence power and becoming
economically self [sufficient to accel erateits pace of industrialization. In Shadow
from Ladakh by Bhabani Bhattacharya the clash between philosophy of Gandhi
and industrialism was depicted. The novelist wanted to find out a synthesis be-
tween two on the basis of Tagorean idea of integration. Gandhijils idea of non-
violence will be realised afresh by the world-wide suffering humanity asthe way
of peace like the Buddha and the Christ.
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